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Staff  of  Public  Health  Department. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

*  FRANK  WEBB,  M.R.C.S.  England,  L.R.C.P.  London, 
D.P. H.  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
EDWIN  JACKSON. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

TOM  TICKLE. 
WILLIAM  T.  FROST. 


Clerk  : 

*GEORGE  YATES. 


Health  Visitors  : 

Nurse  E.  THORPE. 
Nurse  A.  B.  BELYEA. 


*  Now  serving-  in  H.M.  Forces, 


*4 
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BOROUGH  OF  LEIGH.  1916. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 
(Councillor  Joseph  Ashworth,  J.P. ) 

Chairman  : 

Councillor  HENRY  ISHERWOOD,  J.P. 
Deputy-Chairman  : 

Councillor  JOSEPH  ASHWORTH,  J.P.  (Mayor). 


Alderman 

HUNTER,  J.P. 

Councillor  GRUNDY,  J.P 

» > 

WILKINSON 

,,  HOLDEN 

Councillor 

BOOTH 

,,  SARGENT 

>  j 

BROOKS 

,,  PRESCOTT 

» > 

DARWELL 

,,  RIGBY 

mmk 


3CT, 


GREGORY 


ad 

$ 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT  FOR  1916. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Borough  of  Leigh . 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  the 
Borough  of  Leigh  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1 9 1 G. 

With  this  Report  is  incorporated  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector's  Report  for  the  year,  and  also  the  School  Medical 
Officer’s  Report  on  the  health  of  the  children  attending  the 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough  in  the  year  1916. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Memorandum  suggests 
that  all  these  reports  should  be  curtailed  wherever  possible, 
and  only  the  facts  and  figures  be  given  with  brief  comments 
wherever  necessary. 

These  Reports  have  been  drafted  according  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  Memorandum,  and  so  are  not  the 
ample  reports  with  details  presented  to  you  in  former  years. 

The  work  in  the  Health  Department  has  been  carried 
out  exactly  as  in  former  years,  except  that  in  the  matter  of 
Housing  only  the  very  worst  type  of  property  has  been 
dealt  with.  The  evil  of  overcrowding  exists,  and  until 
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more  houses  are  erected  for  the  working-  classes  it  will  not 
be  wise  to  carry  out  the  further  measures  which  in  my 
opinion  are  required. 


The  further  conversion  of  Privies  to  W.C.’s  has 
perforce  had  to  remain  in  abeyance,  owing-  to  the  fact  that 
money  is  not  provided  for  this  purpose  at  the  present  time. 

The  conversion  of  the  remaining  Privies  to  W.C.’s 
and  the  substitution  of  covered  ashbins  for  the  present 
ashpit  are  two  of  the  most  needed  improvements  required 
in  the  Borough  at  the  present  time. 

The  mortality  figures  for  the  year  are  satisfactory  in 
so  far  as  they  show  an  improvement  on  those  of  the  previous 
year,  for  the  Death-rate,  Zymotic  Death-rate,  Infant  Death- 
late,  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  all  show  an  improve¬ 
ment. 


The  Birth-rate  shows  a  marked  fall,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  form  any  definite  opinion  as  to  the  true  value  of  this  figure 
under  the  present  conditions.  It  is  a  fact  that  for  many 

years  the  Birth-rate  of  the  whole  Country  has  been  gradually 
falling. 

Infant  Welfare  work  has  been  carried  on  vigorously 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  results  are  most  encourao-ino- 

&  £5  * 

The  work  has  been  further  extended,  and  a  School  for 
Mother  has  been  formed.  This  work  will  need  further 
extension  in  the  near  future,  and  I  have  already  drafted  a 
scheme,  which  will  form  a  fairly  complete  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  for  the  Borough.  This  I  hope  to 
submit  to  you  at  an  opportune  moment. 
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The  threatened  outbreak  of  Smallpox  needs  your 
consideration  inasmuch  that  I  discovered  only  30  per  cent, 
of  the  children  born  in  the  Borough  in  the  last  eight  years 
are  protected  by  vaccination.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a 
grave  menace  to  the  citizens  of  Leigh,  and  the  experience 
gained  last  year  is  such  that  I  fear,  sooner  or  later,  the 
country  will  suffer  for  this  neglect. 

By  unremitting  vigilance  over  four  months  we  were 
able  to  control  this  outbreak,  and  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  bearing  testimony  to  the  good  work  of  the  whole  of  the 
Staff  in  the  Health  Department  during  this  period. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and  sympathy  of 
the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  I  wish  to  thank  my  Colleagues  and  Staff 
for  the  help  given  to  me  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

FRANK  WEBB, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL,  MORTAL  AND  OTHER  STATISTICS, 

1916. 

Position  :  Latitude  53°  29',  Longitude  20  31' 

Elevation  above  Sea  Level  :  Highest  point  138  feet,  lowest  point 
56  feet,  above  Sea  Level. 

Geological  Formation  :  Clay  on  red  sandstone,  underneath  which 
are  the  coal-bearing  strata. 

Area  of  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,347  acres 

Area  of  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  150  ,, 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,443 

Density  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7-31 

New  Houses  Certified  1916...  ...  ...  13 

Rateable  Value  17th  December,  1916  ...^190,363 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,01 1 

Birth-rate...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21*76 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  647 

Death-rate  corrected  for  transferable  deaths  ...  15*15 

Infant  Mortality  figure  per  1000  births  ...  134 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  1*14 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  0*62 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  ...  ...  0*99 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  ...  0*15 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate  ...  ...  3*38 

England  and  Wales  Death-rate  ...  ...  14.0 

,,  Birth-rate  ...  ...  21.6 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  THE  CENSUS  FIGURES  FOR  1911  AND 

THE  ESTIMATED  FIGURES  FOR  1916. 
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POPULATION  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  Borough,  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
1916,  was  46,443. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  is  42,686. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  estimated  population  of  each 
Ward  to  the  middle  of  1916  : — 


Wards. 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

No.  of 
persons 
per  house. 

Acreage. 

Density 

of 

Population. 

St.  Paul’s 

5668 

996 

5-6 

674 

8*40 

St.  Mary’s 

12738 

00 

>0 

<N 

4*9 

242 

52‘59 

Lilford 

4794 

io56 

4’5 

261 

18*36 

St.  Thomas’s  ... 

5226 

“34 

4*5 

289 

18*42 

St.  Joseph’s  ... 

5262 

1085 

4*8 

572 

9*20 

Hope  Carr 

3102 

710 

4*3 

2695 

1*15 

Etherstone 

4773 

893 

5*3 

899 

5 '3° 

St.  Peter’s 

4880 

848 

57 

715 

6*82 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
che  year  was  1011.  Ot  these  502  were  boys  and  509  girls. 

This  is  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  2176  per  1000  inhabitants, 
which  compares  with  a  birth-rate  of  24*02  in  1915. 

Of  the  1  o  1 1  births  registered  32  were  illegitimate,  which  is  3*1 
per  cent,  of  the  total  births. 

The  highest  birth-rate  occurred  in  St.  Paul’s  Ward  30*03,  and 
the  lowest  in  St.  Thomas’s  Ward  17*22. 

In  the  previous  year  the  highest  birth-rate  was  30*97  in  St, 
Paul’s  Ward,  and  the  lowest  17*83  in  St.  Thomas’s  Ward. 


DEATHS. 


During  the  year  553  deaths  were  registered  belonging  to  the 
Borough,  giving  a  death-rate  of  12*95  per  1000  inhabitants,  compared 
with  750  deaths  with  a  rate  of  16*23  Per  !0°o  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  94.  transferable  deaths  have  to  be 
added — these  are  the  deaths  of  persons  dying  out  of  the  Borough,  but 
belonging  to  our  district. 

.  •  * 

Of  the  above  corrected  totals  of  deaths  647,  343  males  and  303 
females  died.  These  figures  give  a  death-rate  of  15*15  per  1000. 

The  average  Death-rate  for  the  five  years  1911  to  1915  is  17*13 

per  1000. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  population,  number  of  births 
and  deaths,  and  rate  per  1000  in  each  Ward  during  the  year. 


Population. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Death-rate 
per  1000. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000. 

St.  Paul’s 

...  5668 

106 

172 

18*70 

30*03 

St.  Mary’s 

12738 

178 

260 

13*33 

20*41 

Lilford 

...  4794 

60 

83 

12*51 

17*39 

St.  Thomas’s 

...  5226 

68 

90 

I3*01 

17*22 

St.  Joseph’s 

...  5262 

68 

I  IO 

12*92 

20*90 

Hope  Carr 

...  3102 

40 

65 

12*89 

20*95 

Etherstone 

•••  4773 

61 

10  3 

I2*8o 

21*58 

St.  Peters 

4880 

66 

128 

!3'56 

26*22 

Total 

...  46443 

647 

101 1 

13*93* 

21  *76 

The  highest  death-rate  18*70  occurred  in  St.  Paul’s  Ward  and 
the  lowest  12*51  in  Lilford  Ward. 


In  the  previous  year  the  highest  death-rate  was  18*70  in  St. 
Joseph’s  Ward  and  the  lowest  14*90  in  Etherstone  Ward. 


*  The  death-rate  shewn  here  is  based  on  the  figures  estimated  for  population 

according  to  the  old  method. 

The  death-rates  12*95  and  15*15  are  based  on  figures  supplied  by  the 

Registrar  General. 


COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1916. 


GENERAL  DISEASES,  estimated 

on  the 

figures 

given  by  the 

Registrar  General, 

% 

No.  of 
deaths. 

Per  cent, 
of  total 
of  deaths. 

Death-rate  per 
1000  of 
population. 

1 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea 

29 

4*48 

0*67 

Whooping-  Cough 

9 

1  *39 

0*2 1 

Specific  Fevers 

l5 

2-31 

°*35 

Influenza 

9 

1  *39 

O  ‘2  I 

2  CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 

a 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

46 

7*10 

I  -07 

b 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

HH 

d 

GO 

o*  16 

c 

Cancer 

23 

3'55 

°’53 

3  DEVELOPMENTAL  DISEASE. 

a 

Premature  Birth  and  Congenital 

Debility. 

41 

6 '33 

o*95 

LOCAL  DISEASES. 

1 

Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

88 

13*60 

2-05 

2 

Respiratory  System — 
a  Bronchitis 

107 

l6'53 

2*50 

b  Pneumonia 

44 

6*8o 

I  *02 

3 

Urinary  System 

22 

3  ’4° 

G’51 

4 

Reproductive  System 

Pregnancy  and  child  birth 

4 

o*6 1 

0*09 

5 

Other  ill-defined  diseases 

not  specified  in  schedule  .. 

163 

25*19 

3*8! 

VIOLENT  CAUSES. 

I 

Accidents 

18 

2-78 

0-42 

2 

Suicides 

...  2 

0 

cd 

0 

0-04 

!4 


INQUESTS. 

Fot  ty-two  inquests  were  held  during-  the  year,  compared  with 
thirty-seven  in  the  previous  year.  The  causes  of  death  certified  were  as 
follows  : — 

Natural  Causes 
Accidental  Burning- 
Accidental  Drowning- 
Accidental  Injury  ... 

Accidental  Suffocation 
Asphyxia 

Suicide  by  Drowning 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 


The  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  Infectious  Diseases, 
including  Diarrhoea,  was  equal  to  1*14  per  1000,  as  against  3-24  per 
1000  in  1915. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  deaths  from  the  principal 
zymotic  diseases 


Diarrhoea  Zymotic 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Enteric  Fever  ... 


O  IQ  2Q  Z>Q  40  50  QO  7Q 

29  .  mmmmsmimm 

3  ■ 


Small-pox 


•  *  ♦ 


o 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


St. 

Paul’s. 

St. 

Mary’s. 

Lilford. 

St. 

Thomas’s 

St. 

Joseph’s. 

Hope 

Carr. 

Ether- 

stone. 

St. 

Peter’s, 

Total. 

Population 

5668 

12738 

4794 

5226 

2262 

3102 

4773 

4880 

46443 

No.  of  Houses. 

996 

2589 

i°56 

IJ34 

1085 

710 

893 

848 

931 1 

Number  of 

persons  per 

house  ... 

5-6 

4  V 

4'5 

4*5 

4-8. 

4-3 

5"3 

57 

4.98 

Acreage 

674 

242 

26l 

289 

572 

2695 

899 

7*5 

6347 

Density  of 
Population 
per  acre 

8 ‘40 

52-59 

18-36 

18*42 

9*20 

im*S 

5  '3° 

6*82 

7'3‘ 

Birth-rate 

per  1000 

3°‘°3 

20'4I 

:7'39 

17*22 

20*90 

20.95 

21-58 

26*22 

2  I  *76 

Death-rate 

per  1000 

18*70 

I3'33 

12*51 

i3*01 

12*92 

12*89 

12  *8o 

i3‘56 

*3 ’93 

Infantile 

Death-rate 

per  1000 

Births  ...1 

91  *86 

*3°  77 

I32'53 

66*66 

136-36 

1 40  *oo 

116*50 

I  25*00 

r34’52 

Total  Deaths.. 

106 

00 

60 

68 

68 

40 

61 

66 

647 

172 


260 


83 


90 


1 1 


o  65  103  128  1011 


Total  Births  ... 
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The  following-  diagram  compares  graphically  the  fluctuations 
which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  ten  years  in  the  Birth-rate, 
Death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality  rate  in  the  Borough  : — 


1907  OS  09  'lO  '11  12  '13  14  15  '16 


The  Upper  Curve  represents  the  Birth-rate. 

The  Lower  ,,  ,,  Death-rate. 

The  Red  ,,  ,,  Infant  Mortality  in  tens  per  iooo. 

The  curves  illustrate  in  a  remarkable  way  the  well-known 
correspondence  in  the  fluctuations  of  the  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate. 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  figures  which  represent  units  in 
the  case  of  the  general  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate  represent  tens  in  the 
case  of  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate.  I  have  adopted  this  arrangement 
for  convenience  and  ease  of  comparison. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  compared. 


Name  of  Town. 

Population. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Births. 

LEIGH 

46,443 

21*76 

15*15 

1*14 

0*99 

134 

England  and 
Wales 

36,250,000 

2 1  *6 

14*0 

91 

96  gr’t  towns 
including 
London  ... 

H‘4 

90 

148  smaller 
towns 

14*0 

90 

London 

*4*3 

89 

I 


SECTION  B. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District 
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FACTORIES. 

As  you  know,  the  Factory  Inspections  are  carried  out  by  H.M. 
Inspector .  When  called  upon  by  the  Inspector  to  do  so,  we  attend  to 
the  sanitary  arrangements  in  connection  with  Factories. 


WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  119  Registered  Workshops  and  50  Bakehouses  in 
the  Borough. 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of 
Workshops  and  Workplaces.  The  work  has  been  systematically  carried 
out  by  the  Inspectors,  and  in  cases  where  Females  only  are  employed 
the  services  of  the  Health  Visitors  have  been  utilised. 

The  provisions  required  by  the  Act  are  carried  out,  and  the 
condition  of  the  Workshops  is  reported  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  755  inspections  have  been  made,  and  12 
written  notices  have  been  sent. 

In  consequence  of  the  employment  of  female  labour  in  work¬ 
shops  not  previously  employing  females,  increased  and  separate  sanitary 
accommodation  has  been  provided. 

There  have  been  no  prosecutions. 

Later  in  this  report  is  a  table  shewing  the  work  done  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

MILKSHOPS,  COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  60  Cowsheds  on  the  Register. 

,,  8  Milk-shops  and  Dairies. 

,,  67  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

The  whole  of  these  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the 
year,  and  249  visits  have  been  made. 
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Speaking'  generally,  the  Cowsheds  were  found  to  be  in  a  good 
condition  ;  in  some  cases  there  is  an  inclination  to  interfere  with  the 
ventilation  and  light,  the  idea  being  to  promote  warmth.  This  is  a 
great  mistake  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  in  my  previous  reports  as  to  the 
necessity  tor  further  legislation  tor  the  protection  and  supply  of  clean 
and  wholesome  milk  still  hold,  and  this  necessity  is  strongly  emphasied 
at  the  moment  owing  to  a  shortage  and  the  high  price  paid. 


The  Milk-shops  in  the  Borough  are  inspected  regularly  and  are 
reported  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

No  epidemic  during  the  year  has  been  traced  to  the  milk 

supply. 


63  samples  of  milk  have  been  analysed. 

1  was  found  to  be  adulterated. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  drafted  instruc¬ 
tions  with  regard  to  “Clean  Milk”  and  distributed  the  same  to  Milk 
Sellers,  Cow  Keepers,  and  to  Householders  in  the  Borough. 

o 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  two  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the 
Borough.  These  are  regularly  inspected,  the  bye-laws  are  carried  out, 
and  the  general  condition  is  satisfactory.  With  regard  to  a  certain 
class  of  tenements  which  are  supposed  to  be  houses  let  in  lodgings,  in 
my  opinion  these  are  just  common  lodging-houses,  but  they  are  not 
registered. 


VANS  AND  TENTS. 

There  are  now  no  stationary  vans  in  the  Borough  j  but  during* 
the  year  we  have  been  visited  by  travelling  vans.  These  are  frequently 
a  nuisance  and  are  difficult  to  deal  with  !  The  Police  now  give  us  their 
assistance. 
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In  many  cases  vans  temporarily  visiting"  the  town  have  had 
notices  setved  upon  them  to  comply  with  bye-laws  ;  these  notices  are 
difficult  to  enforce  owing  to  the  nomadic  habits  of  these  people. 

To  accommodate  the  occupiers  at  Fair  time,  a  stand-pipe  for 
water  is  supplied,  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  arranged  for  with 
private  householders. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Fifty-nine  observations  were  made  during  the  year.  As  a 
result  ot  the  inct eased  attention  paid  to  this  nuisance,  an  improvement 
was  obtained. 

BAKE-HOUSES. 

There  are  50  on  the  Register. 

197  inspections  have  been  made. 

Some  of  the  modern  Bakehouses  are  excellent. 

All  are  inspected  regularly,  the  bye-laws  are  enforced,  and  at 
the  piesent  time  they  are  reported  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In 
one  case  the  conditions  were  unsatisfactory.  These  were  remedied. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  22  on  the  Register — 16  registered  and  5  licensed. 

563  inspections  have  been  made. 

One  Registered  Slaughter-house  was  given  up  by  the  owner. 

Since  the  alterations  carried  out  a  few  years  ago,  these  premises 
have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  I  he  bye-laws  are 
carried  out,  and,  with  a  few  exceptions  in  regard  to  lairage,  may  be 
considered  satisfactory. 

The  situation  of  some  of  these  premises  is  most  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  existence  of  so  many  private  Slaughter-houses, 
situated  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  make  it  an  impossibility  for 
all  the  meat  killed  to  be  adequately  inspected. 


Legislation  is  urgently  required  on  the  subject  of  Slaughter¬ 
houses  and  the  slaughtering  of  animals  and  the  question  of  meat  supply. 


FOOD  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Great  attention  has  been  devoted  to  this  work.  Five  hundred 
and  sixty-three  visits  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
meat,  but— owing  to  the  large  area  of  the  Borough,  the  situation  of  the 
various  private  Slaughter-houses,  the  fact  that  slaughtering  may  be 
carried  on  at  any  hour,  it  is  impossible  under  the  present  conditions  to 
evise  any  system  by  means  of  which  all  the  meat  killed  could  be 
adequately  inspected.  However,  during  the  year  a  total  weight  of  3914 
lbs.  has  been  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  10  on  the  Register. 

During  the  year  353  inspections  have  been  made.  Since  the  Fat 
Melting  Works  was  closed,  there  have  been  practically  no  complaints. 


PREMISES  and  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED 

BY  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

No.  and  character  of  such  premises  and  occupations  : — 

2  Common  Lodging-houses,  60  Cowsheds,  8  Milkshops 
and  Dairies,  22  Slaughter-houses,  10  Offensive  Trades. 

Bakehouses,  50. 

Action  Taken. 

Under  the  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the 
Borough,  during  the  year  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take 
any  legal  proceedings.  The  Bye-laws  have  been  enforced,  and 
improvements  obtained  when  necessary. 

Under  section  17,  sub-section  7  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action 
owing  to  the  fact  that  no  such  rooms  exist. 
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1  prosecution  was  instituted  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
for  unsound  food  (currants)  and  a  fine  of  £50  was  imposed. 

1  conviction  was  obtained  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

SCHOOLS. 

hull  particulars  relating  to  the  Medical  inspection  are  given  in 
the  School  Medical  Officer’s  report. 

The  Health  Department  Inspectors  visit  regularly  ;  nuisances 
are  reported  and  notices  served  as  on  ordinary  property  owners. 

The  Health  Department  disinfect  the  Schools. 


HOUSING. 


'  This  work  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  but  not  at 

the  same  rate  as  in  previous  years.  Since  the  declaration  of  war  only 

the  most  urgent  cases  have  been  dealt  with  ;  the  evil  of  overcrowding. 

which  at  the  moment  exists  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  is  accentuated 

by  the  closure  of  houses,  and  until  further  house  accommodation  is 

provided  this  work  will  have  to  remain  more  or  less  in  abeyance. 

Another  factor  has  been  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  labour  to  carry  out 
repairs. 


At  the  present  time  there  is  a  marked  shortage  of  houses.  I 
estimate  that  over  10  per  cent,  of  the  houses  in  Leigh  are  overcrowded. 
(Registrar  General’s  figures). 

The  following  table  shews  the  work  done  during  the  year  under 
the  Housing  Acts  : — 


Action  taken  in  1916  : — 

Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec.  17  of  the 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act 
”  ”  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation 

,,  representations  to  Authority  with  a  view  to  making 

Closing  Orders... 

,,  Closing  Orders  made  . . 

,,  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 

making  Closing  Orders... 
,,  put  into  a  fit  state  of  habitation  after  making 

Closing  Orders... 

,,  dwelling-houses  demolished 

*  Others  completed  since  December  31st  or  demolished. 


241 

41 

31 

3i 

3° 

Nil 

7 

Nil 
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Health  Department,  1917. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee . 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg-  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Reports  on  the 
Removal  of  Nightsoil  and  House  Refuse  ;  the  working*  of 
the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  a"d  1884;  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drug's  Act,  1875  to  1907  ;  the  Destruction  of  Unsound 
Food  ;  Infectious  Diseases  j  and  Summary  of  Nuisances 
dealt  with  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1916. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWIN  JACKSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL  AND  HOUSE  REFUSE. 


The  work  has  been  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Health  Department,  and  the  results  have  been  most  satisfactory. 

The  workmen  (except  the  Drivers)  are  engaged  and  paid  by  the 
Committee,  each  man’s  wages  being  at  the  rate  of  29s.  6d.  per  week, 
with  a  week’s  holiday  a  year,  for  which  he  is  paid. 

The  cost  of  Team  Labour  was  us.  od.  per  day  for  man  and 
horse.  At  present  the  horses  and  drivers  are  supplied  by  contract,  and 
consequently  the  drivers,  who  are  paid  by  the  Contractors,  are  not  under 
our  control  ;  but  the  Health  Committee  have  under  consideration  the 
advisability  of  providing  their  own  team  labour. 
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There  are  now  only  421  privies  in  the  Borough,  all  of  which  are 
under  notice  for  conversion,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  greater  portion 
of  these  will  be  completed  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  privies,  ashpits  and 
water-closets  up  to  31st  December,  1916  : — 


Water-closets 

•••  7794 

Waste  Water-closets 

-  853 

Privies 

•  •  • 

421 

Pails  ... 

•  •  . 

5 

Dry  Ashpits  ... 

3869 

Wet  Ashpits  ... 

•  .  . 

388 

Ashbins 

•  •  • 

1151 

SCAVENGING  AND  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  total  number  of  ashpits  and 
cost  of  emptying  same  : — 

Total  Number  of  Ashpits,  Bins  and  Pails  ...  ...  5313 

Number  of  Ashpits  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  46536 

Number  of  Loads  Removed  ...  ...  ...  6361 

Weight  of  Refuse  Removed  ...10,683  tons  17  cwts. 

Cost  of  Emptying  each  Ashpit  per  annum  ...  6s.  o^d. 

Cost  of  each  Emptying  of  Ashpit  ...  ...  ...  8Jd. 

The  actual  cost  of  removing  the  refuse  was  as  follows  : — 


£  s.  d. 

Team  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  989  4  3 

Manual  Labour  and  War  Bonus  ...  ...  525  8  7 

Spades,  Brushes,  etc...  ...  ...  ...  12  3  10 

Repairs  to  Carts,  etc...  ...  ...  ...  69  4  4 

New  Cart  Sheets,  Lamps,  etc  ..  ...  ...  7  12  11 


1 1 


Total 


•  ••^1603  l3 
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During-  the  year  6,361  loads  of  refuse  were  removed,  the  total 
weight  being  about  10,683  tons  17  cwts.  2  qrs.,  and  the  cost  5s.  ojd. 
per  load,  or  3s.  I'lqd.  per  ton. 

The  amount  ot  ashpit  refuse  delivered  at  the  Destructor  Works 

was  9,230  tons  4  cwts.  compared  with  9,144  tons  7  cwt.  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  remaining  1453  tons  13  cwts.  were  removed  to  other  tips. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACT,  1877  and  1884. 

During  the  year  35  Canal  Boats  were  inspected,  and  with  few 
exceptions  were  found  to  be  clean,  well  kept,  and  in  good  repair. 

The  Boats  inspected  were  registered  to  receive  107  persons _ 

105  in  the  after-cabins  and  2  in  the  fore-cabins. 

The  number  of  persons  found  on  the  Boats  at  times  of  inspection 
was  44,  viz.  •  37  males,  2  females,  1  boy  aged  8  and  3  girls  aged  10,  3 

and  2  years. 

The  infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  were  as  follows, 
viz.  — 


One  Boat  required  re-painting. 

One  Boat  the  cabins  required  repairing. 

One  Boat  in  bad  condition  required  overhauling  throughout. 
One  Boat  the  name  was  indistinct. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  for  the  instituting  of  legal  proceed¬ 
ings,  as  in  each  case  the  owners,  upon  having  their  attention  drawn  to 

the  infringements,  have  as  early  as  possible  remedied  the  defects 
complained  of. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  on  the  Boats. 
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I  have  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  to  report  with 
respect  to  Registration,  Notification  of  Change  of  Master,  Certificates, 
Overcrowding,  Separation  of  Sexes,  Cleanliness,  Ventilation,  Provision 
of  Water  Cask,  Removal  of  Bilge  Water,  Notification  of  Infectious 
Disease,  Admittance  of  Inspector. 


I  estimate  the  number  of  Boats  on  the  Register  which  can 
reasonably  believed  to  be  in  use,  or  available,  at  149. 


One  Boat  has  been  registered  during*  the  year,  and  in  no  case 
has  fresh  registration  been  rendered  necessary  by  structural  alterations 
in  Boats  previously  registered. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875  to  1907. 

Acting  on  the  instructions  of  the  Health  Committee,  no  samples 
under  the  above  Acts  have  been  taken  by  this  Authority. 


The  County  Authority,  being  the  responsible  Authority  for 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Acts,  have  submitted  the  following 
statement  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1916, 
viz.  : — 


Butter  18,  Lard  9,  Pepper  16,  Margarine  16,  Coffee  13, 
Cheese  11,  Mustard  4,  Milk  63,  Pearl  Barly  1,  Rice  1, 
Flour  1,  Baking  Powder  4,  and  Egg  Powder  5. 

The  whole  of  the  samples,  with  the  exception  of  one  sample  of 
milk,  were  genuine  or  passable. 


Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owner  of  the  non-genuine 
sample,  and  a  penalty  of  50s.  was  imposed, 


UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  AND  DESTROYED. 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Fish 

Fruit 

Rabbits 

Tripe 

Currants 


Eggs 


•364 

lbs. 

150 

>  > 

2400 

>  * 

670 

i  * 

780 

> » 

-  !32 

>  * 

200 

j » 

6356 

>  > 

12052 

i ) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  335  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been 
notified,  of  which  228  were  Scarlet  Fever,  6  Enteric  Fever,  44  Erysipelas, 
20  Diphtheria,  4  Puerperal  Fever,  30  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1 
Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  1  Polio-myelitis,  and  1  Small  Pox. 

Of  this  number,  123  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever,  1  case  of  Small  Pox,  and  14  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed 
to  the  Sanatorium. 

The  deaths  at  the  Sanatorium  from  this  district  were  : — Enteric 
Fever  2,  Scarlet  Fever  5,  and  Diphtheria  2. 

During  the  year  335  houses  and  2  schools  have  been  disinfected 


after  the  following,  viz.  : — 

Small  Pox  ... 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

213 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

Diphtheria 

18 

Phthisis 

83 

Cancer 

1 

Polio-myelitis 

1 

Measles 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  (Schools,  etc.) 

7 

SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  1916. 


Nuisances  Reported  to  Committee 

•  •  • 

I96 

,,  Abated  ... 

•  •  • 

...  I94 

Notices  and  Letters  served  on  Owners  and  Occupiers 

...  765 

Number  of  Ashpits  and  Bins  Emptied... 

...46536 

Canal  Boats  Inspected 

•  .  . 

35 

Weight  of  Beef  Destroyed  ... 

•  •  • 

...  1364 

lbs. 

,,  Mutton  ,, 

•  •  * 

...  150 

> ) 

,,  Pork  ,, 

.  .  . 

. . .  2400 

» > 

>>  Fruit  ,, 

•  •  a 

...  780 

>  > 

,,  Fish  ,, 

•  •  • 

. . .  670 

>  > 

,,  Rabbits  ,, 

«  a  • 

...  132 

> » 

,,  Tripe  ,, 

•  •  • 

200 

» t 

,,  Currants  ,, 

•  •  0 

...  6356 

» * 

Number  of  Eggs  ,, 

.  .  . 

250 

The  following-  Insanitary  Conditions  have  been  dealt  with 


Defective  House  Drains 
,,  Gullies 
,,  Sink  Pipes 
,,  Water  Closets 
)>  Privies 
Defective  Spouting  ... 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

,,  Pavements,  Channelling  and  Insanitary  Yards. 
Houses  Repaired 
Filthy  Houses 
Damp  Houses 
Insufficiently  Ventilated 
Ashpits  Repaired 


527 

212 

97 

479 

7i 

293 

i57 

138 

221 

33 

172 

29 

*37 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  GENERAL 

SANITARY  WORK. 


Nuisances  reported  to  Committee  ... 

Nuisances  abated... 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec.  17  Housing 
and  Town  Planning-  Act  1909  ... 

Number  ot  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  ashpits  and  ashbins  emptied 

Common  Lodging-houses — visits 

Houses  let  in  lodgings — visits 

Vans  and  Tents  — number  of  inspections 

Workshops  and  workplaces  ,, 

Offensive  trades 

y  y  ... 

Slaughter-houses 
Dairies  and  cowsheds 

y  7  *  •  • 

Milk-shops 

Smoke  abatement — number  of  observations  ... 

Schools  inspected 

Ice  creams  makers — number  of  inspections  ... 

Pig-keepers 

Bakehouses 

•  •  *  *  •  •  •  • 

Nightsoil  and  house  refuse  removed— tons  ... 

Canal  boats  inspected 


196 

r94 

4i 
3 1 

46536 

L37 

52 

35 

205 

353 

563 

132 

* 

117 

59 

297 

103 

136 

197 

10684 

35 


Food  and  Drugs  Act — 

Analyst  report — number  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated 
Unsound  food  condemned  and  destroyed — 12052  lbs.  and  250  eggs. 
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TABLE  C. 

County  of  Lancaster. 

SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1916. 

Urban  District  of  Leigh. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Frank  Webb.  Salary,  ^350. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  :  Edwin  Jackson.  Salary,  ^190. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  accommodation  ?  For  Smallpox  : 
Isolation  Hospital.  For  other  Infectious  Diseases  :  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ?  Joint  with  Atherton,  Tyldesley,  Golborne  and 
Rural  District. 

Number  of  beds  available  for  your  District?  For  Small-pox,  32  ;  for 
other  Infectious  Diseases,  128  ;  used  as  required. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  of  patients  from  your  District.  From  what  causes  ? 
Scarlet  Fever,  5  ;  Enteric,  2  ;  Diphtheria  2. 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital.  Small  Pox,  1  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  123  ; 
Enteric,  4  ;  Diphtheria,  14. 

H  ow  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ?  Number  of  houses  disinfected,  335  ; 
Schools,  2.  Method  :  Fumigation.  Are  houses  disinfected  after 
Phthisis  ?  Yes.  Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam 
or  otherwise)  ?  Steam  Disinfector.  Where  is  apparatus  situated  ? 
Destructor  Works. 

If  apparatus  at  a  Hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection  of 
Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  of  Patients  not  removed  to  the  Hospital? 
No. 

If  not,  please  state  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  &c.,  in  these  cases  is 
carried  out?  By  Fumigation,  and  own  Steam  Disinfector. 

Are  any  diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act  notifiable  (for  instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox,  &c.)?  If  so,  what  are  they?  Nil. 
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Diseases  specially  prevalent  ?  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles.  Period  ? 
Scarlet  Fever,  first  half  year.  Measles,  first  quarter  of  year. 

Number  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  ?  2.  For  what  disease  ? 
2  Schools  for  Chicken  Pox.  3  Schools  for  Small  Pox. 

Number  of  special  reports  made  under  Art.  XIX.  (15  and  16)  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1910?  Nil. 

Bacteriological  Examinations,  specimens  examined  ?  Blood,  1  ;  Swabs, 
7  ;  Sputum,  61  ;  Milk,  none  ;  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  3. 

Arrangement  (if  any)  made  under  the  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order,  1910? 
Antin-toxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  by  Local  Authority. 

“  The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909  — 

Has  your  Authority  determined  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  for  the 
inspection  of  your  District  as  required  by  Article  1  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions  ?  Yes. 

Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as  required  by  Article  1  (3),  a  list  of 
dwelling-houses,  the  early  inspection  of  which  is  desirable?  Yes. 

Has  your  Authority  designated  an  officer  to  undertake  the  special 
inspection  of  houses  and  to  keep  the  records  stipulated  by  Article 
2?  If  so,  what  officer?  Yes  ;  M.O.H.  and  Inspectors. 

Have  the  necessary  books,  forms,  &c.,  for  keeping  the  required 
records  been"  obtained  ?  Yes. 

Action  taken  in  1916  : — 

Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  purposes  of  the 
Housing  Acts  only  ?  241. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of 
1909  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  they  are 
unfit  for  habitation  ?  41. 

,,  Dwelling-houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation?  31 

,,  Representations  to  Authority  with  a  view  to  making 
Closing  Orders  ?  31. 

,,  Closing  Orders  made  ?  30. 

,,  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 
making  Closing  Orders  ?  Nil. 

,,  Dwelling-houses  put  into  a  fit  state  of  habitation  after 
making  Closing  Orders  ?  7. 

,,  Dwelling-houses  demolished  ?  Nik 
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General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  ?  Dampness,  defective  floors, 
walls  and  roofs,  and  defective  drainage. 

Is  there  a  deficiency  of  housing  accommodation.  If  so,  where,  and  to 
what  extent?  Yes.  A  general  dearth  of  cottage  property.  Work 
in  abeyance  owing  to  the  war. 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  during  1916.  By  and  at  the  cost  of  the 
Corporation  ?  Nil.  By  private  enterprise  ?  12. 

Source  of  the  Water  Supply  ?  Liverpool  Corporation. 

What  is  its  condition  ?  Satisfactory. 

Possibilities  of  contamination  ?  No  knowledge. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ?  No. 

Is  Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  carried  out  satisfactorily 
for  whole  of  district  ?  Yes. 

How  performed  (state  whether  by  Sanitary  Authority,  Contract  or 
Occupiers  of  Houses)  ?  By  Sanitary  Authority  under  direction 
of  Sanitary  Staff. 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night  ?  By  day. 

H  ow  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ?  Has  a  Destructor  been  provided  ? 
170  tons  weekly  by  Destructor,  the  rest  tipped  on  Sewage  Farm. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method  of  treatment?  Bacteria  Filter  beds. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System  ?  Any  developments 
during  year  ?  Satisfactory. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper  drainage  system  ?  Nil. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams  ?  Nil. 

Canal  Boats  :  Number  Inspected?  35.  Number  of  infringements  of 
Acts  ?  2, 
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What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ?  Good. 

>>  >>  Slaughter-houses  ?  Good.  Has  a  Public 

Abattoir  been  provided  ?  No. 

a  m  Lodging-houses  ?  Good.  Are  they  Regis¬ 

tered  ?  Yes. 

What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ?  Satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ?  Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? 
Cowsheds  in  good  condition  ;  Milkshops  and  Dairies  fairlveood 

Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  ?  Yes? 
Are  they  enforced  ?  Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow  ?  600  cubic 

feet. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers.  Number  on  Register  ?  60.  No.  of 

inspections  during  year  ?  132. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers)? 
Number  on  Register  ?  8. 

Action  taken  (if  any)  as  to  Tuberculous  Milk  ?  Nil. 

Inspection  of  Food  : — 

Number  of  Carcases  and  parts  of  Carcases  condemned  for 
Tuberculosis?  4  (1364  lbs.) 

Amount  of  Meat,  other  than  the  above,  and  other  Food  Stuffs, 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption?  10688  lbs.  and  2^0 
Eggs. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings,  and  result  ?  One  case  of  Currants. 
Fines  ,£50  and  ;£io  costs. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

Number  of  Notices  served  ?  196.  Nuisances  remedied  ?  194. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result  ?  Nil. 


Closet  accommodation  of  the  District — 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  ?  422.  Pail  Closets  ?  5. 

Fresh  Water  Closets  ?  7781.  Waste  Water  Closets  ?  853. 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  converted  during-  1917  ?  To  W.C.’s, 
Nil  ;  to  pails,  & c.,  nil. 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C.  ?  Nil. 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  W.C.  ?  Nil. 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  ?  Yes. 
If  so,  how  much  ?  One -third  cost. 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new 
property  ?  Fresh  water  closets. 

Smoke — 

Number  of  Observations  ?  59. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result?  Nil. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per 
hour  ?  8  minutes. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — - 

“  The  Infections  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890”  ?  Yes. 

“  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890”  ?  Yes. 

“  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ”  ?  Yes. 

Has  a  Health  Visitor  been  appointed  (whole  or  part  time)?  Two  Health 
Visitors  give  their  whole  time. 

Has  any,  and,  if  so,  what  action  been  taken  respecting  Child  Welfare 
work  ?  A  School  for  Infants  and  Mothers’  Welfare  has  been 
established  for  four  years. 

Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District?  Yes.  If  so, 
does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Corporation  and  the 
Association  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  Work  ?  No.  If  no  such 
arrangement  exists,  does  the  Association  voluntary  undertake  Child 
Welfare  Work?  No. 

Notable  Sanitary  improvements  during  1916  : — No  new  work  has  been 
undertaken  owing  to  the  existing  conditions. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District  Further  Conversion  of  Privies, 
attention  to  drains,  and  additional  cottage  property  to  prevent  over¬ 
crowding. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  the  Borough  of  Leigh  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Leigh  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  is  for  the 
combined  district  of  Atherton,  Golborne,  Leigh  Borough,  Leigh  Rural 
District  and  Tyldesley. 

The  number  ot  beds  available  for  the  whole  district  are  : — For 
Small  Pox,  32  beds  ;  Other  Infectious  Diseases,  128  beds. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  patients  in  Hospital  to  the  Leigh 
Corporation  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1916,  was  £  1 235  os. 
1  id.,  being  an  average  cost  per  patient  per  day  of  3/3*82d. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  general  precept  for  the  same 
period  was  ^1,359  10.  od. 


I  he  following  table  shews  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  with  the  number  of  cases 
removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment : — 


Diphtheria  . 

No.  of 
Cases 
notified. 

20 

No.  of  Cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

I4 

No.  of  Cases 
discharged 
cured. 

12 

No.  of  Deaths 
in 

Hospital. 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

..  44 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

228 

I23 

Il8 

5 

Enteric  Fever . 

..  6 

4 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  30 

— 

. . .  - 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

. . .  - 

— 

Polio-myelitis  ... 

1 

— 

,  .  -  - 

— 

Small  Pox 

1 

1 

I 

_ 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  LOCAL  ACTS  AND  GENERAL 
ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  FORCE. 

Leigh  Corporation  Act,  1903. 

The  following-  Acts  have  been  adopted  : — 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1879. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Libraries  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890  (Part  II.  to  V.) 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  (Part  III.) 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Museum  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 — 

Part  V.  (whole) 

>  f 

Sections  22,  30  and  33. 

34>  36>  37>  49  and  51- 
i y  55)  56)  63)  64  and  65- 

The  following*  sections  in  the  local  Act  have  been  repealed 

S  e  c  •  i  s  ^  • 

,,  167  (so  far  as  relates  to  Sec.  34  of  the 

Act  of  1907). 


REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


,  ,  J.  V. 

„  II. 
„  III. 
„  IV. 


The  County  Authority  administrates  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  MADE  IN  1916. 

The  following  table  shews  the  bacteriological  work  done  during 
the  year.  This  work  is  of  great  value  to  the  community.  It  is  not  only 
valuable  to  the  patient  and  medical  man  in  attendance,  but  it  enables  the 
Medical  Officer  to  have  a  better  control  over  the  infectious  diseases, 
cases  suitable  for  removal  to  the  Hospital,  and  also  over  the  control  of 
infectious  diseases  in  the  elementary  schools  : — 


Number  of  specimens  of  sputum  examined  for  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  68 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


giving  positive  results 
giving  negative  results 


blood  specimens  examined  for  Enteric  Fever 


y  y 


y  y 


found  to  be  positive  for  Enteric  Fever... 


y  y 


specimens  examined  for  Diphtheria  .., 


y  y 


y  y 


found  to  be  positive  Diphtheria 


,,  negative  Diphtheria 

specimens  examined  for  cerebro-spinal  for  bacillus 
yy  found  to  be  positive 


2 1 


47 


1 1 


negative  for  Enteric  Fever..  6 


7 

2 

5 

3 
3 


The  whole  of  the  work  is  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
m  a  small  laboratory  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  room.  The  cost 
for  materials  during  the  year  only  amounts  to  £1  15s.  3d.,  so  that  very 
valuable  work  is  being  carried  out  at  a  very  small  cost. 


SECTION  D. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute 

Infectious  Diseases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  year  is  memorable  because  Measles  was  made  a  notifiable 
disease  for  the  first  time,  and  although  122  cases  of  Measles  were 
notified,  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  was  nil. 

Of  the  most  serious  infectious  diseases  practically  all  show  a 
marked  reduction  in  the  number  notified  when  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  coming  to  an  end  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  Only  6  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified 
during  the  year,  which  is  a  most  notable  fact  when  the  history  of  the 
previous  years  is  considered.  There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  also  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  which  was  double  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year, 
but  as  these  cases  were  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitors, 
proper  treatment  by  medical  men  was  assured,  and  so  complete  recoveries 
were  obtained 

One  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  was  notified,  and  one  case  of 
Polio-Myelitis. 

In  the  following  pages  brief  facts  are  stated  about  each  of  the 
diseases  now  notified  under  the  Act. 

The  year  1916  was  also  memorable  on  account  of  a  threatened 
outbreak  of  Smail-pox. 

In  March,  1916,  Small-pox  threatened  to  become  epidemic  in 
the  district.  Though  only  one  case  actually  occurred  in  the  Borough, 
the  probability  of  infection  from  cases  outside  the  town  was  so  great 
that  urgent  and  active  measures  had  to  be  taken  at  once. 

The  sound  wisdom  of  the  Health  Committee  shown  at  this 
juncture  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  means  of  saving  the  community. 

By  the  judicious  expenditure  of  money  for  the  wage  of  contact 
cases  who  had  to  be  isolated  and  kept  under  observation  ;  by  the  vac¬ 
cination  and  isolation  of  contacts,  and  by  repeated  disinfection,  the 
disease  was  kept  at  bay. 

As  there  were  over  250  contacts  within  the  Borough,  and  as 
the  trouble  existed  for  a  period  of  over  three  months,  some  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  can  be  formed. 
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A  disturbing-  fact  I  discovered  during  this  period  is  that  only 
30  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  in  the  Borough  had  been  successfully 
vaccinated.  This  means  that,  with  regard  to  the  disease  of  Small-pox, 
that  we  as  a  community  are  practically  unprotected.  It  also  means  that 
our  risk  to  infection  is  a  most  serious  one  ;  also  that,  it  we  get  Small¬ 
pox,  it  will  probably  be  of  the  most  serious  type — the  confluent  type — 
causing,  in  addition  to  much  suffering  and  disfigurement,  a  heavy 
mortality. 

I  earnestly  advise  that  this  matter  be  brought  before  the 
authority  responsible  for  vaccination  being  efficiently  carried  out,  which 
unfortunately  is  not  the  Health  Committee,  and  with  a  view  in  the 
future  to  protect  the  community,  as  far  as  possible,  by  efficient 
vaccination. 

The  co-operation  of  adjoining  Health  Officials  and  the  work  of 
the  staff  of  your  Health  Department  during  this  period  was  most 
praiseworthy. 

The  following  diseases  are  now  notifiable  in  the  Borough  of 
Leigh  : — 

Small-pox 
Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Continued  Fever 

Cholera 

Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Tuberculosis 

Measles 


MEASLES. 

122  cases  of  Measles  notified  with  no  deaths. 

This  disease  is  now  notified  for  the  first  time. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  have  been  9  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  certified 
during  the  year,  compared  with  4  in  the  previous  12  months. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


Number  of  cases  notified 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment 
Number  of  cases  treated  at  their  own  home 

Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital  . 

Number  of  deaths  at  own  home 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER. 
One  case  was  notified  during-  the  year. 


POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  case  was  notified,  and  that  proved  fatal. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Number  of  cases  notified 

•  •  •  •  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  cases  treated  at  their  own  homes  . .  ... 

Number  of  complete  recoveries  ...  ...  ...  . 

Number  of  cases  of  partial  blindness  ...  .  0 

Number  of  cases  of  complete  blindness  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  . .  2II 

I  anticipate  with  early  notification  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors, 
the  cases  of  blindness  resulting-  from  this  cause  will  in  the  future  be  a 
very  rare  occurrence. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 
Number  of  cases  notified 

-  •••  ••• 
Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment 
Number  of  cases  treated  at  their  own  home 
Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital 
Number  of  deaths  at  own  home 

*  *  *  •••  •  •  ~ 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Number  of  cases  notified 

*•*  •••  ••• 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment 
Number  of  cases  treated  at  their  own  home 
Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital 
Number  of  deaths  at  own  home 

w  *  •  *  4  c  .  »  .  „ 
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DIPHTHERIA  (Including-  Mem.  Croup). 
Number  of  cases  notified 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment 
Number  ot  cases  treated  at  their  own  home 
Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital 
Number  of  deaths  at  own  home 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Number  of  cases  notified 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment 
Number  of  cases  treated  at  their  own  home 
Number  of  deaths  in  Hospital 
Number  of  deaths  at  own  home 

DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 


20 

I 


2 

I 


228 

I23 

105 

5 

2 


29  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to  Diarrhoea,  compared  with 
50  in  the  previous  year,  and  43  in  1914. 


SECTION  E. 


Tuberculosis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

During-  the  year  183  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified, 
viz.,  1 17  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  66  affecting  other  parts 
of  the  system.  In  nearly  every  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  sputum  has  been  made,  the  exceptions 
being  those  cases  dying  immediately  after,  or  even  before  the  notifications 
were  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  46  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  died,  giving 
a  mortality  rate  of  1  *07  per  1000. 

Five  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis  other  than  the  Pulmonary 
form,  making  a  total  of  51  deaths  from  one  or  other  form  of  Tuberculosis, 
and  giving  a  death-rate  of  1*17  for  the  disease. 

Owing  to  the  inadequate  provision  of  Sanatoria  and  other  benefits 
for  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  the  hardship  in  a  few  instances  has  been 
very  real,  and  private  charities  have  been  utilised  whenever  possible  for 
the  benefit  of  these  cases. 

The  Local  Authority  disinfects  the  houses  where  death  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  taken  place.  Urgent  provision  for  the 
isolation  and  treatment  of  each  case  is  imperative. 

During  the  year  83  houses  infected  with  Tuberculosis  have  been 
disinfected. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in  19.16  was 
183,  causing  51  deaths.  This  gives  a  percentage  of  deaths  for  the  total 
population  of  o*ii,  and  a  death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  1*17. 

The  County  Authority  have  now  taken  the  responsibility  for  the 
treatment  ot  these  cases,  but  at  present  the  provision  for  Sanatorium 
treatment  appears  to  be  inadequate.  No  provision  is  made  to  isolate 
the  chronic  cases,  which  are  the  chief  dangers  in  a  household, 


SECTIONS  F  and  G. 


Work  of  the  Health  Visitor. 
Notification  of  Births  Act. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Mothers’  and  Babies’  Welfare  Centre. 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  has  gone  on  continuously 
throughout  the  year.  In  October  an  additional  Health  Visitor  was 
appointed. 

The  work  has  been  arranged  into  the  following  classes  : — 

Notification  of  births.  Visits  to  houses.  Infants’  and 
Mothers’  Welfare  Clinic. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases. 

Zymotic  Diarrhoea  in  Infants. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Inspection  of  Workshops  where  Females  are  employed. 
Inspection  of  Midwives.  (This  duty  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Authorities,  but  we  notify  them  and  disinfect 
when  required). 

The  following  statistics  shew  the  character  of  the  work 
performed  : — 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

Total  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  (for  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1916)  ...  ...  ...  ion 

Total  Births  notified  in  Borough  ...  ...  ...  1053 

Born  living  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  IOo6 

Still-born  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Premature  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  26 

Nature  of  Confinement — Normal  ...  ...  ...  877 

Abnormal  ...  ..  ...  129 

Notified  by  : — 

Medical  Men  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1012 

Birth  enquiries  made  ...  ...  ..  ..1021 

Deaths  under  one  year  (including  still-born  children)  ...  180 

Condition  of  Child  at  Birth  : — 

Healthy  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  947 

Weakly  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Injured  at  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Congenital  deformity  ..  ...  ...  ...  ^ 
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Method  of  Feeding-  (within  two  weeks  of  birth)  : — 

Breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  586 

Breast  fed  (partly)  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Artifically  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Wilfully  Neglected  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Long  tube  bottles  used...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Glass  tube  bottles  used  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1  year  : —  ...  ...  ...  136 

Breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  33 

Artifically  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Still-born  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Spoon  fed  or  unable  to  feed  ...  ...  ..  27 

Condition  of  Home  : — 

Clean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  397 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  550 

Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Excessive  Flies  ...  ...  ...  21 

Nuisances  existing  ..  ...  ...  ...  26 

Poverty  and  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  31 

Where  Milk  is  stored  : — 

Scullery  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Pantry  . ...  ...  ...  ...  643 

Living  Room  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Total  Visits  to  Houses...  ...  ...  ...  1021 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1063 

Mothers  extra  domestically  employed  ...  ...  66 

Ante  Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Occupations  of  Mothers  extra  domestically  employed  : — 

Card-room  ...  ...  18  Winder  ...  ...  — 

Pit  Brow  ...  ...  4  Business  and  House 

Weaver  ..  ...  35  combined  ... 

Munitions  ...  ...  6  Domestic  ...  ...  3 

Period  of  rest  (in  bed)  of  Mother  after  confinement  : — 

Under  10  days  ...  ff,  ...  9 
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Children  reported  as  delicate  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  Children  insured  :  Practically  all  the  Babies  visited. 

Sanitary  Defects  discovered  and  reported  to  Health  Department  ..  26 

Indication  of  Poverty  ...  ...  .  .  ...  31 

Overcrowding*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Children  ...  ...  ...  21 

o 


INFANTS’  AND  MOTHERS’  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

So  far  the  work  carried  out  at  this  Centre  has  been  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year,  on  every  Monday  afternoon,  the  rooms  at  the 
Old  Town  Hall  used  for  the  School  Clinics  are  opened  for  the  Infants’ 
and  Mothers’  Welfare  Centre.  Here  babies  are  brought  by  the  mothers 
to  be  weighed.  The  Medical  Officer  sees  the  babies  and  gives 
advice  No  treatment  is  provided,  and  when  a  baby  is  ill  it  is 
referred  to  the  family  doctor  for  advice  and  treatment.  The  weights  are 
recorded  on  a  card,  and  these  are  filed.  In  cases  of  poverty  dried  milk 
has  been  supplied  gratis,  and  in  a  few  cases  of  illness  associated  with 
poverty,  assistance  has  been  provided  by  private  means.  The  idea  of 
the  Centre  is  not  to  give  relief,  but  to  educate  and  instil  into  the  minds 
of  mothers  certain  measures  and  requirements  necessary  for  the  proper 
care  and  management  of  the  infant.  Milk  was  given  not  only  to  Babies 
but  also  to  Mothers  in  necessitous  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  Infants’  and  Mothers’  Welfare  Centre,  we  have 
now  incorporated  a  School  for  Mothers.  This  is  at  present  run  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Education  Authority,  but  later  I  hope  to  be  able  to  so 
dovetail  the  two  Centres  that  the  work  of  the  two  will  gradually  be 
merged  in  one  whole  scheme.  The  Health  Visitors  are  responsible  for  the 
Babies’  and  Mothers’  WTlfare  Centre,  the  School  Nurse  being  responsible 
for  the  School  for  Mothers,  and  both  are  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I  have  drafted  a  more  complete  scheme  for  the  care  of  Maternity 
and  child  life  in  the  Borough,  and  I  hope  at  an  early  date  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  Health  Committee  to  the  scheme — the  greater  portion  of 
this  scheme  is  already  in  operation. 

The  Centre,  in  a  modest  way,  is  doing  quite  good  work  ;  it  is 
appreciated  by  the  mothers,  and  they  are  grateful  for  advice  given.  It 
has  been  the  means  of  saving  quite  a  number  of  infant  lives,  and  I  hope 
during  the  coming  year  to  further  extend  its  usefulness. 


We  have  already  grown  too  big-  for  our  present  premises  and 
need  a  larger  and  more  suitable  building',  with  better  provision  for  the 
mothers  and  babies,  and  accommodation  for  the  perambulators  in  dry 
and  wet  weather. 

225  babies  were  entered  on  the  books. 

1009  visits  were  paid  by  infants  to  the  centre. 

5  deaths  of  babies  attending'  occurred  in  the  12  months. 

Many  cases  of  severe  illness  associated  with  diseases  of  the 
ailmentary  tract  recovered. 

The  cost  of  running-  the  Babies’  and  Mothers’  Welfare  Centre 
is  ^139  5s.  2d. 

Two  Health  Visitors  are  now  provided  ;  they  assist  in  the 
home  visiting,  and  also  help  to  run  and  manage  the  Infant  and  Mothers’ 
Weltare  Centre,  both  of  which  need  to  be  extended. 

The  possibilities  of  such  a  Centre  are  enormous,  and  although 
I  am  somewhat  disappointed  with  the  slow  growth,  I  am  thankful  that 
a  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  doing  something  for  the 
infants’  welfare.  A  creche  is  now  necessary — so  many  mothers  are  now 
working  on  munitions  that  the  need  is  a  pressing  one. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  work  carried  on  during  the  year  : 
after  the  outbreak  of  War,  to  December  31st,  1916,  the  following 
articles  ot  food  and  clothing  have  been  given  without  charge  to 
necessitous  cases  : — 

847  pints  of  New  Milk. 

163  1  lb.  tins  of  Dried  Milk. 

39  40Z.  pots  of  Virol  have  been  given. 

82  40Z.  pots  of  Virol  have  been  sold  at  6d.  each. 

16  Maternity  Bags  are  provided  and  are  in  constant  use. 

Over  50  articles  of  Clothing  supplied  to  necessitous  cases. 

Recently,  in  addition  to  providing  dry  milk  foods  for  babies,  we 
have  dispensed  Virol  to  necessitous  cases,  and,  in  cases  were  parents 
were  willing  and  able  to  pay,  a  small  charge  has  been  made  for  the 
Virol.  By  this  means,  many  weakly  and  delicate  children  have  been 
assisted  over  a  critical  period  in  their  life  history. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  ...  30 

Visits  to  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  ...  ...  211 

Results  of  Treatment  : — 

Cures  (complete)  ...  ...  ..  _  ...  30 

Partial  Blindness  (one  eye)...  ...  ...  ..  o 

Blindness  (complete)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


The  Health  Visitors  have  done  excellent  work  in  looking  after 
these  cases.  This  is  shewn,  not  only  in  the  number  of  visits  paid,  but 
also  by  the  results.  I11  my  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  preventive  medicine.  By  early  notification  and  proper 
treatment  carried  out  regularly  and  systematically,  few,  if  any,  cases  of 
blindness  should  result. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


Number  of  cases  notified  .  .  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  1916. 

The  Infant  death-rate  for  1916  shews  a  marked  improvement 
on  that  of  the  previous  year.  Considering  all  the  factors  against  which 
we  have  had  to  fight  this  is  encouraging — there  is  now  more  female 
labour  employed  than  ever  before,  and  economic  conditions  have  not 
been  too  easy  during  the  year. 


At  the  same  time  it  is  necessary  to  persevere  with  the  Infant 
Welfare  work,  as  all  the  conditions  favourable  to  a  high  Infant  Mortalitv 
are  to  be  found  in  industrial  centres. 
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The  work  of  looking-  after  Infants  has  gone  on  continuously 
through  the  year.  The  Health  Visitor  visits  the  homes  after  notification 
ot  the  birth,  and  when  necessary  assists  with  advice  as  to  the  feeding  and 
general  care  ot  the  Infant.  Cases  needing  prolonged  care  are  invited  to 
attend  regularly  at  the  Babies’  and  Mothers’  Welfare  Centre,  where 
systematic  weighings,  advice  and  help  are  given  weekly. 

In  order  to  get  reliable  information,  I  have  investigated  the 
deaths  of  every  child  dying  under  the  age  of  12  months  since  January 
1st,  1916,  and  the  tables  which  follow  throw  light  on  the  causes  of  death 
as  well  as  the  social  and  economic  condition  affecting  the  infants. 

During  the  year  under  review  136  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  ot  age  were  notified,  giving  a  rate  per  1000  births  of  134  as  com¬ 
pared  with  165  per  1000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Infantile  Mortality  rates  for  the 
last  five  years  : — 


1912 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  year. 

166 

Rate  per 
rooo  Births 

J34 

i9r3 

232 

"nT 

00 

M 

1914 

142 

. . . 

n5 

!9l5 

■85 

i65 

1916 

136 

i34 

The  average  for  the  previous  five  years  was,  number  of  deaths 
196,  equal  to  a  rate  of  156  per  1000  births. 

Ot  ion  births  23  were  illegitimate.  Of  these  4  died,  giving  a 
mortality  rate  of  174  per  1000  births.  In  the  previous  year  of  30  illegi¬ 
timate  children  9  died,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  300  per  1000.  The 
mortality  rate  for  legitimate  children  in  1916  is  133,  as  against  162  in 
19lS- 


Ot  the  deaths  of  infants  during  the  year  20  were  attributed  to 
Premature  Birth  and  28  to  Congenital  Debility.  22  Infants  died  from 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

The  highest  birth-rate  occurred  in  St.  Paul’s  Ward,  30'03,  and 
the  lowest  in  in  St.  Thomas’s  Ward,  17-22. 
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The  highest  infantile  death-rate,  191  *86  per  1000  births,  occurred 

in  St.  Paul’s  Ward,  and  the  lowest,  66*66  in  St.  Thomas’s  Ward. 

* 

In  the  previous  year  the  highest  infantile  death-rate  was  270*43 
in  St.  Joseph’s  Ward,  and  the  lowest  96*97  in  St.  Thomas’s  Ward. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births,  the  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  in  each  Ward  : — 


Ward. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate  per 
1000  Births. 

St.  Paul’s 

1 7  2 

33 

191  *86 

St.  Mary’s 

260 

34 

I3°‘77 

Lilford 

00 

Go 

1 1 

I32*53 

St.  Thomas’s  ... 

90 

6 

66*66 

St.  Joseph’s 

I  IO 

T5 

136-36 

Hope  Carr 

65 

9 

140*00 

Etherstone 

IO3 

12 

1 16*50 

St.  Peter’s 

128 

16 

125*00 

Ot  the  infant  deaths  occurring  in  the  Borough  since  1st  January 
— 136 — all  have  been  investigated  in  detail,  and  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  obtained. 

These  deaths,  after  the  first  month  ol  lite,  occur  in  about  equal 
proportion  for  each  month  up  to  the  end  of  the  seventh  month  ;  after 
the  seventh  month  there  is  an  improvement  shown  for  the  following 
months. 


The  deaths  occurring  during  the  first  month  of  life  include  all 
those  due  to  Prematurity,  Immaturity,  Congenital  Defects  and  Injuries, 
and  aie  not  quite  in  the  same  way  to  be  classed  as  the  preventible 
deaths,  such  as  those  which  occur  later  and  are  due  to  causes  over 
which  there  is  some  control. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Whooping  Cough  ... 

...  6 

= 

4*5°  Per 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

2 

= 

1 '5°  > 

Convulsions 

•••  5 

= 

375 

Bronchitis... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  21) 

=  27*06  , 

Diarrhoea  ... 

Enteritis  ... 

..  8  j 

.  1 4j 

22 

=  i6'54  i 

Suffocation  (during  birth) 

I 

= 

075 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 

...  6| 
20  J 

26 

=  I9‘54  , 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

22 

= 

16*52 

Other  Causes 

...  9 

= 

6*76 

Natural  causes  ..  3)  T 

Accidental  ...  ?/Inc5uests 

..  ,} 

= 

3  ‘25 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that — 

i6'54  per  cent,  ot  the  deaths  are  due  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

27  °6  ,,  ,,  , ,  Acute  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 

System,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

I9'54  >>  n  Premature  Birth  and 

Congenital  Malformation 

So  that  63.15  per  cent,  of  our  infant  deaths  are  due  solely  to  these 
causes. 


This  is  not  peculiar  to  Leigh,  as  the  same  causes  are  found  to 
exist,  more  or  less,  in  most  of  the  industrial  centres  having  a  high  infant 
death-rate,  but  the  deaths  of  infants  from  Acute  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  System  in  Leigh  are  higher  than  the  majority  of  other 
similar  towns. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  and  percentages  of  some 
of  the  particulars  and  conditions  found  to  be  associated  with  the  infant 
deaths  investigated  : — 


ALL  DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  DURING  1916. 


=  30*9  per  cent. 


Registered  Deaths  under  1  year 
Transferable  Deaths 
Deaths  visited 
Breast-fed  ... 

Bottle-fed  (boat-shape  bottle) 

Long  tube  bottle  used 
Bottle  and  breast-fed 
Presence  of  flies 

Mothers  extra  domestically  employed... 

Mothers  who  depute  others  to 

nurse  their  babies... 

[In  eight  cases  the  information  could  not  be  obtained 

owing  to  removals]. 


1 33 

O 

o 

I3I 

3s 

58 

1 2 

n 

18 

*3 

8 


=  14*60  per  cent. 
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No.  of  families  found  on  investigating 
123  infant  deaths  in  1916  in  which 
one  or  more  previous  infant  deaths 
had  occurred — 


25  families  lost  1  child  previously,  under  the  age  of  2  years 
17  >5  2  children  previously,  ,,  ,, 


9  yy  3 

9  >>  4 


7 
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y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 
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Fathers  who  do  not  work  regularly 

4 

=  3'25 

Indication  of  poverty  ... 

1 

=  o'75 

Where  Food  and  Milk  is  stored — 

Scullery... 

40 

=  32'52 

Pantry  ... 

78 

=  63'4‘ 

Living  Room 

5 

=  4*06 

Lighting  and  Ventilation — Good 

56 

=  45'52 

Fair 

63 

=  5  1  "22 

Poor 

4 

=  3’25 

No.  ot  Houses  having  4  rooms 

38 

=  3°*°9 

>f  yy  5  ,,  or  over  ... 

85 

=  69*  1 

per  cent. 
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Cleanliness  of  House — 

Good  ... 

48 

-39*02 

per  cent. 

Fair 

72 

=  5^*53 

y  > 

Bad 

3 

=  2*43 

y  y 

Lodgers 

. 

27 

=  21  *95  per  cent. 

W.C.  or  Privy— W.C. 

... 

1 1S 

=  93  *5 

y  > 

Privy 

...  ... 

8 

=  6‘5 

>  > 

Ashpit  or  Bin— Ashpit 

118 
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Bin  .. 

• 

5 

=  4-0 

y  y 

Proximity  of  Manure  Heaps  or  Stables  ... 

13 

-  10*56 

y  y 

Rent  of  House — Under 

4/- 

l3 

”  IO*56 

y  y 

4/-  to 

5/-  . 

39 

=  3i*7 

y  y 

5/-  to 

6/-  . 

51 

=  41-46 

y  y 

6/-  or 

over 

20 

=  1 6 '26 

y  y 

Sanitary  Defects 

.  ...  ... 

9 

=  7 '3° 
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Investigating  each  of  the  three  principal  causes  of  infant  deaths 
in  fuller  detail,  the  following  facts  are  found  : — 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Other  reasons  given  for  artificial  feeding  were  in  the  order  of 
frequency  : — 

Mother  has  no  milk. 

Ill-health  of  mother— mother  in  hospital. 

Trouble  with  the  nipples. 

I  find  it  is  the  custom  for  most  mothers  to  give  the  breast,  or 
to  attempt  to  give  the  breast,  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  infant’s  life  ; 
then,  after  the  end  of  three  or  four  weeks,  from  various  causes,  there  is 
a  tendency  in  these  cases  to  adopt  the  artificial  feeding  methods.  After 
this  period  our  infant  mortality  begins  to  assume  abnormal  proportions. 

Other  facts  disclosed  are  : — 

Almost  all  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  occurred  in  the  late 

summer  and  early  autumn,  associated  with  the  hot  weather. 

In  14  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  a  long  tube  bottle  was  used. 

In  6  ,,  ,,  there  were  indications  of  poverty. 

In  37  ,,  no  satisfactory  place  for  the  storage  of  food. 

23  per  cent,  of  cases  were  associated  with  an  excessive  quantity 
of  flies. 

14  ,,  showed  sanitary  or  structural  defects  in  the  houses. 
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As  showing-  the  small  part  the  existence  of  privies  have  played 
this  year,  of  the  30  houses  examined  only  8  had  privies  ;  but  the  existence 
of  open  ashpits,  which  existed  in  all  the  other  cases,  is  an  evil  in  all 
just  as  bad  as  the  middens. 

As  showing-  the  class  of  houses  in  which  these  deaths  occurred 
according-  to  rental — 

977  per  cent,  of  the  houses  were  rented  at  under  4/-  per  week. 
29'32  »>  n  >>  from  4 /-  to  5/-  per  week. 

3^*42  >»  >>  >>  from  5/-  to  6/-  per  week. 

i5'°8  >>  M  >>  over  6/-  per  week. 

Obviously  the  factors  contributing  to  these  infant  deaths  from 
Enteritis  and  Diarrhceal  diseases  are  : — 

1.  The  fact  that  they  are  artificially  fed  (contaminated  milk, 

etc. ) 

2.  Faulty  nature  of  food,  conditions  under  which  it  is  stored, 

prepared  and  administered — -long  tube  bottle,  dirty  teats, 
dirty  bottles,  etc. 

3.  Infection  of  food  by  flies,  dirt,  etc.  This  is  an  important 

factor,  and  investigations  made  every  year  clearly  show 
that  the  common  house  fly  is  the  chief  source  of  danger 
to  infants  who  are  bottle  fed. 

4.  Mothers  leaving  the  care  of  the  infants  to  others  whilst 

away  at  work. 

5.  The  general  condition  of  the  house  and  surroundings — 

sanitary  and  structural  defects — presence  of  ashpits, 
stables,  manure. 

6.  The  personal  cleanliness  of  mother  and  her  habits. 

7.  In  only  one  of  these  cases  there  were  indications  of 

poverty.  This  shows  a  marked  improvement  upon  the 
figures  for  the  previous  year. 

In  my  opinion,  the  remedies  to  improve  the  work  of  infant  life 
need  careful  consideration.  The  work  has  progressed  slowly,  but  so  far 
satisfactorily.  The  Maternity  Scheme  now  evolved,  in  fact,  has  obtained 
the  Local  Government  Board  grant,  it  needs  further  extension,  whilst  I 
have  already  nanifested  out  a  hope  to  mature  at  an  early  date. 


The  Babies’  Welcome,  previously  mentioned,  has  done  a  certain 
amount  of  good  work.  Now  that  we  have  an  additional  Health  Visitor 
I  predict  better  resulte. 

The  second  line  of  attack  must  be  through  the  midwives.  They 
must  be  taught  the  necessity  of  instructing  the  mother  with  regard  to 
the  importance  of  breast  feeding  ;  they  must  also  be  taught  the  methods 
and  hygienic  conditions  under  which  the  artificial  feeding  of  infants  may 
be  carried  on  with  a  minimum  of  risk  to  the  child  ;  and  there  must  be 
more  attention  to  the  personal  hygiene  of  the  mothers  and  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  houses. 

I  fully  believe  that  the  housing  reforms  now  being  carried  out 
will  help,  for  it  is  undoubted  that  overcrowding  in  the  living  and 
bed-rooms  is  a  factor  in  high  infant  death-rates. 

In  a  few  cases  poverty  has  been  real  and  urgent,  and  in 
instances  where  it  was  acute  we  have  provided  nourishment  for  mothers 
and  infants. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  FROM  DIARRHCEA  AND 

ENTERITIS,  1916. 


Registered  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis... 

22 

Cases  visited 

2 1 

Breast  fed  ... 

5 

=  22 ‘72  per  cent 

Boat  bottle  ... 

H 

=  63  ’63  , , 

Long  tube  bottle 

3 

Bottle  and  Breast 

2 

=  9’°9  ,, 

Nature  of  Babies’  Artificial  Food  : — 

Nestle’s  milk 

5 

Cows’  milk 

3 

Breastfed 

5 

Patent  foods 

8 

Mothers  working  away  from  home 

1 

=  4*50 

Number  of  Children  insured  :  Practically 

all. 

Sanitary  defects  discovered  and  reported 

to  Health  Department 

3 

-.13 ‘63 

Yards  partly  paved  ... 

2 

=  9’°9  „ 

Yards  unpaved 

2 

=  9*°9 

Excessive  prevalence  of  flies  ... 

5 

=  2272  ,, 
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Where  Milk  is  stored — 

In  Pantry  ...  ...  ..  13  =  59*09  per  cent. 

In  Rack  Kitchen  or  Scullery  ..  8  =  36*36  ,, 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  of  infants  from  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  shew — 

DEATHS  FROM  PNEUMONIA. 

46*66  per  cent,  were  artificially  fed. 


BRONCHITIS. 

48  per  cent,  were  artificially  fed. 

In  one  case  only  was  the  infant  put  out  to  nurse. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

(ALL  FORMS), 


FROM  PNEUMONIA 
1916. 


Registered  deaths  from  Pneumonia  ...  15 

Deaths  visited  ...  ...  ..  14 

Breast  Fed  ...  ...  ..  4 

Bottle  fed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Long  tube  bottle  used  ..  ...  3 

Bottle  and  breast...  .  ...  o 

Spoon  fed  ...  ...  ...  o 

Presence  of  flies  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mothers  extra  domestically  employed  ...  2 

Mothers  who  do  not  nurse  their  babies  ...  1 


No.  of  families  found  on  investigating  15 
infant  deaths  from  pneumonia  in  1916 
in  which  one  or  more  previous  deaths 


of  infants  have  occurred — 

Fathers  who  do  not  work  regularly  ...  o 
Where  food  and  milk  is  stored — Scullery. . .  5 

Pantry  ...  9 

Lighting  and  Ventilation — Good  ...  10 

Fair  ...  4 

Poor  ...  o 

No.  of  houses  having  3  rooms  ...  1 

5  5  5  5  4  5  5  3 

5  5  n  5  5  >  ...IQ 


=  46*66  per  cent. 
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Cleanliness  of  house — Good 


Fair  ... 

9 

Poor  ... 

0 

Lodgers 

.  -  .  ...  ... 

3 

W.C.  or  Privy- 

-W.C. 

14 

Privy 

0 

Ashpit  or  Bin — 

-Ashpit 

*4 

Bin 

0 

Proximity  of  manure  heaps  or  stables 

1 

Rent  of  house- 

—Under  4/- 

1 

4/-  to  5/- 

4 

5/-  to  6/-  ... 

8 

6/-  or  over  ... 

1 

Sanitary  defects  ... 

0 

5 


=  93  *33  per  cent. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  FROM  BRONCHITIS 

DURING  1916. 


Registered  deaths  from  Bronchitis  ...  21 

Deaths  visited  ...  ..  ...  18 

Breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bottle  fed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Long  tube  bottle  used  ...  ...  4 

Bottle  and  breast ...  ...  ...  1 

Presence  of  flies  ...  ..  ...  2 

^Mothers  extra  domestically  employed  ..  2 

Mothers  who  put  their  babies  out  to  nurse  o 
No.  of  families  found  on  investigating  21 


infant  deaths  from  Bronchits  in  which 
one  or  more  deaths  of  infants  had 
occurred— 


=  28*57  per  cent. 

=  47'6i 


1  under  2  years 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Where  is  food  and  milk  stored — 
Scullery 
Pantry 
Living  Room 


>  > 

5  > 

>  > 


4  families 
1  family 

I 


7 
1 1 

o 


*No  babies  are  taken  from  their  own  home 
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Lighting  and  Ventilation — Good 

Fair 

No.  of  houses  having  2  rooms 

5  »  M  3  5  > 

>  >  5  *  4  >  > 

,,  ,,  5  ,,  or  over 

Cleanliness  of  house — Good  ... 

Fair  ... 

Bad  ... 

W.C.  or  Privy— W.C. 

Privy 

Ashpit  or  Bin — Ashpit 

Bin 

Proximity  of  manure  heaps  or  stables 
Rent  of  house — Under  4/- 

4/-  to  si-  ■■■ 

5/-  to  6/-  or  over 
Sanitary  defects  . 


J4 

4 
o 

o 

5 

1 3 
7 

9 

2 

18 

o 

i7 

1 

2 
2 
1 
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PREMATURE  BIRTHS. 


Of  the  20  deaths  from  this  cause,  all  of  which  were  investigated, 
the  following  facts  were  noted  : — 

In  concluding  this  portion  of  my  report,  I  wish  to  thank  those 
voluntary  helpers  who  have  so  ungrudgingly  assisted  regularly  throughout 
the  year,  attending  week  after  week  at  the  Welfare  Centre  giving  their 
services  freely  and  interestingly. 


Mrs.  Isherwood  and  Mrs.  Houghton  have  attended  weekly,  so 
that  with  their  services  and  those  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurse,  the  work  has  been  carried  on  without  interruption. 


65 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  FROM  PREMATURE  BIRTH 


DURING  1916. 


Registered  deaths  from  Premature  Birth 
Deaths  visited 
Ages — 20  minutes 


0 

J 

hours 

4 

y  y 

6 

y  y 

7 

y  y 

8 

y  y 

1 1 

y  y 

16 

y  y 

18 

y  y 

1 

day 

3  days 

4  >» 

1 7  M  •  •  •  •  •  •  «  • 

1  week 

2  weeks 

Attended  by  doctor 
Mothers  who  are  temperate 

No.  of  families  found  on  investigating  20  pre¬ 
mature  births  in  1916  in  which  one  or  more 
previous  deaths  of  infants  had  occurred  : — 

1  under  2  years 

2  5  >  ...  ...  ... 

3  y  y  •  •  •  ...  ... 

4  >  j  ....  ...  ... 

Indication  of  poverty  ... 

Occupations  of  mothers  extra  domestically 
employed  . . . 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  LEIGH,  1916. 

Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever... 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 
Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ... 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 
Suicide  .. 

Other  defined  diseases 

Cases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  causes  (included  above) — 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 
Poliomyelitis 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Total  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Population  for  Death-rate 
,,  Birth-rate... 


344 

2 


3°3 

3 


3 

4 

1 

5 

29 

2 

6 

4 

. . .  44 

...  42 

29 

4 

16 

1 

1 

10 


...  25 

18 
2 

94 

2 


4 

5 

2 

4 

17 

2 

3 

17 

4 

...  44 

...  6S 
15 
2 
I3 


12 

I 


4 

16 


3 


1 

78 

W2 

490 
I  2 


...  58 

•  •  •  5°9 

..  489 

20 

42686 

46443 


BOROUGH 


OF  LEIGH. 


School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

ON  THE 


Inspection  of  School  Children 


1916. 


FRANK  WEBB, 

M.R.C.S.  England,  L.  R.C.P.  London, 

D.P.H.  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 


Collins  &  Darwell  Ltd.,  Printers,  Leigh. 


Town  Hall, 

Leigh, 

July,  1917. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Education  Authority  of  the  Borough  of  Leigh. 

Mr.  Chai  rman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Medical  Inspection  ot  Children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
Borough  of  Leigh  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1916. 

The  Medical  Inspection  work  has  been  carried  out  exactly  as  in 
previous  years,  but  the  work  of  the  Clinics  has  been  extended. 

In  accordance  with  the  Memo,  ot  the  Board  of  Education,  this 
Report  is  to  be  a  briet  record  ot  the  work  done  during  the  year,  without 
any  detailed  reports,  but  with  certain  Tables  of  Statistics  compiled  for 
the  Board’s  convenience. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  note  to  chronicle  except  the  large 
percentage  ot  unvaccinated  children  in  the  Borough.  This  was 
discovered  at  the  time  we  were  threatened  with  an  outbreak  of  Smallpox, 
and  is  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the  town. 

I  had  gathered  material  for  a  special  report  on  the  half-timers 
attending  the  Elementary  Schools  with  a  view  to  including  it  in  this 
Report,  but  as  legislation  is  pending  on  this  question  the  report  is  now 
unnecessary.  However,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  result  of  investigations 
I  have  made  during  the  year  regarding  the  health  and  amenities  of  the 
half-timer  convinced  me  that  the  evils  resulting  from  this  system  are 
those  which  need  urgent  attention  by  the  State,  and  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  the  matter  is  likely  to  receive  prompt  attention. 


The  School  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  disinfected  as 
required.  The  School  Clinics  are  a  great  success,  and  by  means  of  them 
it  is  now  practically  assured  that  all  school  children  are  placed  in  a 
position  to  obtain  satisfactory  medical  treatment. 
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The  average  number  of  children  on  the  registers  during  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1916,  was  7, 1 74. 


The  average  attendance  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1916, 
was  6,419,  giving  a  percentage  ot 


The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  years  were 
follows  : — 


1912. 

I9I3* 

I9I5- 

1916. 

Estimated  Population 

44600 

45000 

46200 

44014 

Number  on  Registers 

72Sl 

7333 

7269 

7*74 

Average  Attendance 

6549 

6490 

6360 

64  >9 

Percentage  of  Attendance  ... 

9° '3 

88-5 

91  ’  2 

89 '5 

NUMBER  OF  HALF-TIMERS  ATTENDING  THE 

>- 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

% 

1911.  1912.  1913.  1914.  1915.  1916. 

282  294  312  488  541  540 


as 


A  General  Review  of  the  Facts  Disclosed  by  Medical 
Inspection  in  the  Schools  as  per  Schedule. 


DEFECTS  DISCLOSED  AT  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

AT  THE  SCHOOLS. 


Nutrition. — Under  this  heading  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  group 
the  cases  satisfactorily.  Children  fairly  tall  and  of  spare  build  have  to 
be  compared  with  a  much  smaller  child  carrying  more  flesh.  Both  types 
may  be  equally  well  nourished,  so  that  any  conclusion  formed  from 
relative  Heights  and  Weights  at  certain  ages  is  not  reliable  from  the 
point  of  estimating  nutrition.  The  principle  I  have  gone  on  is  to  pick 
out  those  cases  which  fall  below  a  moderate  standard  considered  as 
normal.  Acting  in  this  manner,  I  find  there  are  30  children  who  were 
below  this  standard.  Of  these  7  show  so  marked  a  falling  away  from 
this  standard  that  they  are  grouped  as  serious  cases.  I  name  these 
bad,  the  conditions  being  such  that  urgent  attention  was  required. 
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Dirty  and  Verminous  Heads.  — In  estimating  and  appreciating 
these  conditions,  it  is  necessary  to  hear  in  mind  the  distinction  meant  by 
the  word  dirty,  and  the  condition  due  to  nits.  The  number  of  actually 
dirty  heads  is  only  5,  while  the  number  of  heads  containing  nits  is  123. 
These  figures  show  that  it  is  a  very  common  experience  to  find  a  perfectly 
clean  child  (this  applies  more  particularly  to  girls)  in  both  body  and  scalp, 
yet  infested  with  nits.  The  difficulty  in  eradicating  nits  in  girls’  hair  is 
that  once  the  nits  are  killed  there  is  danger,  and  considerable  likelihood, 
of  immediate  re-infection  from  the  home.  To  mv  mind,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  problems  the  School  Medical  Officer  has  to  solve,  and  until 
some  arrangement  can  be  devised  to  prevent  re-infection  from  the  home — 
it  may  be  from  other  members  of  the  family  or  from  pillows  and  beds — 
little  permanent  improvement  will  be  made.  That  there  is  a  slow 
improvement,  though  gradual,  is  shown  by  the  figures  and  is  substantiated 
by  statements  of  the  Teachers  and  by  the  experience  of  the  School  Nurse. 
During  the  last  year  a  big  effort  has  been  made  to  get  the  parents  to  pay 
more  attention  to  this  condition  of  nits  in  the  girls’  hair.  Amongst  the 
older  girls  fairly  satisfactory  results  are  observed.  When  the  fact  is 
pointed  out  to  them  a  considerable  number  have  themselves  taken  pains 
to  remedy  the  evil.  The  Teachers  have  worked  hard  to  remedy  this 
condition. 


Dirty  and  Verminous  Bodies.—  It  has  been  the  exception  to 
meet  children  with  dirty  bodies,  and  the  number  is  not  a  large  one. 
I  think  the  explanation  is  that  the  parents,  having  received  notice 
previous  to  the  inspection,  make  a  special  effort  to  see  that  the  child  is 
clean. 


Clothing5  and  Foot-gear.— With  regard  to  foot-gear,  I  may  at 
once  say  that  the  number  of  cases  of  deficient  foot-gear  is  very  small. 
The  majority  of  children  wear  clogs  of  a  serviceable  type.  The  figures 
relating  to  defective  clothing,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  too  reliable.  It  is 
difficult  for  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  ascertain  the  normal  condition 
of  the  child,  for  if  people  are  in  poor  circumstances  and  the  child 
habitually  comes  to  school  badly  clothed,  by  some  means  or  other  he  or 
she  is  invariably  well  clothed  on  the  day  of  the  examination.  For  my 
figures  I  have  had  to  rely  upon  the  statements  of  the  Teachers,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  the  figures  are  not  always  reliable,  for  the  word 
“average”  being  put  in  to  designate  the  condition  of  the  clothing  may 
be  misleading.  The  number  I  have  marked  as  being  deficient  in  clothing 


and  foot-gear,  in  such  a  condition  as  to  need  attention,  is  48,  but,  as  I 
said  before,  I  am  afraid  these  figures  are  not  reliable.  However,  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  majority  of  the  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools 
are  both  adequately  clothed  and  shod. 

Teeth.— In  the  examination  of  teeth  I  made  it  a  rule  that  if  only 
one  tooth  was  defective,  or  if  the  teeth  were  irregular,  to  enter  them  as 
a  defect,  and  to  call  the  parents’  attention  to  the  same.  Under  this 
heading  564  cases  were  notified.  This  was  done  with  the  idea  of  letting 
the  parents  know  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  so  that  steps  could  be 
taken  to  save  teeth  wherever  possible.  It  was  also  done  so  that  the 
School  Dentist  could  get  all  early  cases  with  a  view  to  saving  these 
teeth.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  an  important  part  of  the  School  Medical 
work.  There  is  ample  work  in  this  department,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
money  is  being'  well  spent — it  means  that  the  next  generation  will  have 
had  early  attention  paid  to  their  teeth.  There  is  no  question  but  that 
the  present  generation  are  suffering  greatly  from  the  lack  of  such  pro¬ 
vision  in  the  past.  The  present  arrangement  is  for  the  School  Dentist 
to  visit  the  school  and  to  pick  out  cases  for  treatment.  A  certain  age 
group  is  taken,  but  provision  is  needed  for  the  treatment  of  older 
children. 

Diseases  Of  the  Nose.  —  Under  this  heading  the  number  of  cases 
discovered  was  one.  Simple  catarrhs  are  not  included.  Chronic  cases 
catarrhs,  diseases  of  the  bones,  displaced  septum,  and  nasal  obstruction 
are  included.  The  earlier  these  cases  are  treated  the  better  for  the 
child. 


Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.— Grouped  under  this  heading 
are  the  two  separate  conditions  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  many 
cases  of  both  conditions  existing  in  the  same  child.  Grouping  them 
separately,  there  were  19  distinct  cases  of  adenoids,  with  42  cases  of 
enlarged  tonsils.  These  cases  are  important  as  being  a  common  cause 
of  deafness. 


Conjunctivitis,  Blepharitis  and  other  External  Diseases 

of  the  Eye  . — Under  this  heading  are  grouped  9  cases  of  acute 
Conjunctivitis  which  were  discovered  in  the  schools  ;  17  cases  of 

Blepharitis  and  14  cases  of  Squint  were  also  noticed. 
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Defective  Vision. — The  examination  for  eyesight  revealed  93 
cases  of  defective  vision,  anything  over  £  being  notified.  The  Education 
Authority  has  provided  spectacles  in  certain  necessitous  cases  ;  where 
the  parents  were  unable  to  provide  the  whole  cost  but  could  pay  some¬ 
thing,  the  Education  Authority  has  paid  the  balance. 

Ear  Diseases. — Five  cases  of  dirty  and  running  ears.  Two 
cases  of  deafness  were  notified.  These  conditions  are  important,  as 
they  are  frequently  neglected  by  the  parents,  and  are  a  common  cause 
ot  permanent  deafness.  Suitable  cases  are  now  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

Defective  Speech. — One  case  was  notified,  but  no  figure  is 
reliable,  as  many  children  in  the  Infants’  Department  were  so  young 
that  their  speech  at  the  time  of  the  examination  was  imperfect,  and  I 
felt  I  was  not  justified  in  marking  these  as  defective  speech,  because 
in  course  of  another  few  months  I  think  the  existing  defect  will  be 
remedied  owing  to  the  teaching  and  practice  received  in  the  Infants’ 
Department. 

Mental  Condition  . — Later  in  the  report  I  give  a  special  account 
of  the  condition  of  the  defective  children  in  the  schools,  so  that  here, 
eliminating  those  children,  I  may  remark  that,  with  the  exception  of 
some  backward  children,  the  general  mental  condition,  in  my  opinion,  is 
satisfactory.  The  backward  and  dull  condition  of  some  or  the  children 
examined  is  due  entirely  to  irregular  attendance  at  the  schools  owing  to 
illness  and  poor  health.  Many  of  these  children,  if  the  health  is 
maintained,  will  develop  later. 

Heart  Disease. — Thirty-one  cases  of  heart  disease  were  dis¬ 
covered — a  few  of  quite  a  serious' nature.  Several  were  evidently  of 
congenital  origin,  and  at  the  time  of  examination  were  not  causing  any 
symptoms  or  discomfort  to  the  child.  In  some  cases  it  was  evident  that 
the  heart  condition  had  followed  an  acute  illness  and  was  already  known 
to  the  parent,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  parents  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  were  only  too  thankful  to  know. 


Bronchitis,  Bronchial  Catarrh  and  Other  Lung*  Diseases.— 

Three  cases  of  Bronchitis  were  discovered,  and  19  cases  of  Bronchial 
Catarrh. 


Tuberculosis.—  Although  no  cases  were  discovered  at  the  actual 
School  Inspections,  several  suspicious  cases  were  kept  under  observation, 
but  this  is  not  any  indication  of  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
existing  among  school  children  in  the  Borough.  From  the  notification 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  last  year,  I  am  able  to  say  that  a  considerable 
number  of  school  children,  not  actually  attending  school,  are  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  The  parents  appear  to  be  peculiarly  alive  to  this 
disease,  and  one  reason  I  think  so  few  cases  are  actually  discovered 
whilst  attending  school  is  that  in  most  cases  of  suspicion  of  this  illness, 
and  in  the  cases  where  it  is  known,  children  are  kept  at  home  by  the 
parents  and  not  allowed  to  attend  the  school.  Another  reason  probably 
is  that  a  certain  percentage  of  the  early  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
are  missed.  The  diagnosis  in  school  children  in  these  early  cases  is  not 
easy,  and  although  I  have  made  during  the  year  a  great  number  of 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  sputum  of  children  in  doubtful  cases, 
it  has  been  the  exception  to  find  the  tubercle  bacillus.  Altogether  I 
have  under  observation  30  children  at  the  School  Clinic,  excluded  from 
the  schools,  suffering  with  tuberculosis. 

Skin  Diseases. — One  case  of  ringworm  was  discovered  at  the 
routine  inspection  in  the  schools,  and  four  cases  of  scabies.  Both  these 
figures,  in  my  opinion,  are  misleading,  for  examination  of  other  groups 
of  scholars  show  11  cases  of  ringworm,  and  no  doubt  a  systematic 
examination  of  all  the  children  in  the  schools  would  reveal  other  cases. 
This  applies  to  all  diseases,  and  is  shewn  by  the  finding  of  24  other 
cases  of  scabies.  Other  skin  diseases,  which  include  impetigo,  various 
forms  of  eczema,  dry  and  scaly  psorasis,  etc.,  number  31.  Children 
suffering  with  any  of  the  infectious  skin  diseases  were  immediately 
excluded  from  school  and  not  re-admitted  till  cured. 

Deformities. — Nine  cases  were  discovered.  There  were  three 
cases  of  marked  spinal  curvature. 

HYGIENIC  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

A  systematic  inspection  of  every  department  of  the  several 
schools  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  METHODS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 

The  usual  procedure  after  examination  of  the  children  in  a 
particular  school  is  to  notify  the  parents  of  the  defect  or  defects  found 
in  their  child,  and  to  ask  that  the  ailment  or  disease  should  receive 
proper  attention.  Up  to  the  present,  the  system  carried  out  has  been 
for  a  re-inspection  to  be  carried  out  in  the  schools  after  a  lapse  of  five 
or  six  weeks,  the  School  Nurse  to  visit  the  homes  after  a  short  interval 
to  see  if  the  child  has  received  treatment.  With  the  exception  of  teeth 
and  verminous  heads,  it  is  customary  to  find  that  some  sort  of  treatment 
has  been  obtained.  In  all  serious  cases,  I  think  I  may  say  that  treatment 
has  been  obtained  by  some  means  or  other.  My  experience  is  that  in  the 
more  serious  cases  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  skin,  and  surgical  conditions, 
the  parents  are  accustomed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered  for 
treatment  at  the  special  hospitals  in  Manchester  and  the  neighbourhood. 
The  treatment  of  disease  due  to  dirt  and  neglect,  ringworm,  running 
ears,  sore  eyes,  sore  and  verminous  heads,  and  the  skin  diseases,  such 
as  impetigo,  do  not  receive  the  treatment  and  the  care  and  attention  of  the 
parents,  in  some  of  the  poorer  quarters  of  the  community,  as  is  required. 
The  result  is  that  in  October,  1912,  the  School  Clinic  for  treatment  was 
opened,  with  the  object  of  treating  such  cases  where  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  parents  were  such  that  they  could  not  provide  treatment. 
The  Clinic  is  open  all  the  year  through.  The  School  Nurse  also  visits  the 
schools,  and,  in  the  cases  of  minor  ailments,  checks  results  of  treatment 
with  this  list.  A  “  Defect  Card  ”  is  provided  for  each  child,  in  which  the 
results  are  entered  up,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  have  a  complete 
record  of  what  has  happened  in  the  case  of  each  child  with  regard  to 
treatment.  With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  children  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis,  there  is  at  the  present  time  a  great  difficulty  in  providing 
suitable  treatment  for  these  cases.  Some  of  them  have  been  sent  away 
to  convalescent  homes,  at  the  cost  of  various  charitable  funds,  but  there 
has  been  a  difficulty  in  providing  sanatorium  treatment  for  these  cases, 
and  the  majority  have  had  to  stay  at  home,  possibly  in  unsuitable 
environments  and  a  danger  (o  others.  The  cases  of  surgical  Tuberculosis 
have  done  better.  The  majority  have  received  treatment  in  hospital. 
This  opens  up  the  question  of  “  Open  Air”  Schools  for  those  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  those  cases  which,  although  not  actually 
suffering  with  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  are  on  the  border  line  and  require 
a  suitable  environment,  with  proper  food  and  treatment,  to  prevent  them 
developing  into  such  cases. 
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SUMMARY. 


Number  of  Defects  found  and  notified  to  parents  ...  904 

Children  re-inspected  in  the  School  ...  ...  ...  789 

Number  of  Defects  treated  by  Doctor...  ...  ...  50 

,,  ,,  Dentist  ..  ...  279 

,,  ,,  Hospitals  ...  11 

,,  ,,  Opticians  ...  ...  72 

Minor  Defects  treated  by  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  290 

Heads  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,..  ...  106 

Bodies  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Clothing  and  Footgear  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  21 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids — Operations  ...  ..  ..  4 

,,  ,,  Treated 

Glasses  Provided  by  Parents  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  ,,  Education  Committee  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  Defects  which  have  received  treatment...  831 
,,  ,,  in  which  no  steps  have  been  taken  396 

Total  Number  of  Visits  Paid  ..  ...  ...  ...  622 


In  addition  to  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  notified  under  the 
Act,  the  following  diseases  have  been  notified  to  me  by  the  Teachers  in 
the  Elementary  Schools.  These  are  children  of  school  age,  on  the 
school  register  for  1916,  and  absent  from  school  owing  to  the  following 
causes  : — 


Skin  Diseases  ... 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Mumps  .. 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles  ... 
Ringworm 
Chicken  Pox 
Ophthalmia 
Other  Diseases... 


264 
760 
...  436 

26 

•••  J37 

121 

...  51 

219 
142 
...  316 


These  returns  are  sent  weekly,  so  that  one  child  is  probably 
notified  for  three  or  four  weeks  at  least.  The  table  is  only  interesting  as 
showing  the  cause  of  absence  from  school  of  a  certain  number  of  children. 
It  is  not  a  true  record  of  the  actual  number  of  children  suffering  with 
disease,  a  child  being  notified  weekly  until  its  return  to  school. 
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MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

During  the  year  I  have  examined  22  mentally  defective  children. 
This  is  including  those  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  and  others  of 
school  age.  These  have  now  been  classified  under  the  groups  of  the 
Mentally  Deficiency  Act,  and  are  as  follows  : — 

Schedule  (A),  Form  301  ...  8 

Schedule  (B),  Form  302  ...  13 

These  children,  some  of  which  are  attending  the  schools  at 
present,  are  in  my  opinion  quite  unsuitable  to  be  educated  in  the 
Elementary  Schools.  They  are  a  drag  on  any  particular  class  they 
happen  to  be  in,  and  are  a  bad  object  lesson  to  the  normally  intelligent 
child.  Suitable  provision  should  be  made  for  the  education  of  these 
children  outside  the  Elementary  Schools.  In  the  worst  cases,  where  the 
mental  condition  is  such  that  ordinary  teaching  is  of  no  avail,  Institutional 
treatment  is  required. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  METHODS  AND  RESULTS  OF 
INSTRUCTIONS  IN  HYGIENE  AND  PHYSICAL 
EXERCISES,  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS. 

No  special  instruction  in  personal  hygiene  is  given  by  the 
Teachers  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  but  the  general  principles  are 
inculcated  as  far  as  possible  in  the  course  of  general  instruction.  The 
Teachers  are  able  to  avail  themselves  of  special  classes  in  Hygiene  held 
in  the  evenings  at  the  Technical  School,  if  they  so  wish,  but  there  is  no 
compulsion. 

Physical  Exercises.— These  are  taught  systematically  in  each 
department  of  all  the  Elementary  Schools  by  the  Teachers.  In  the 
Infants’  Department  the  form  of  the  exercises  is  carried  out  more  in  the 
styles  of  games  designed  for  the  particular  purpose.  I  have  witnessed 
these  exercises  in  the  various  Infants’  Departments,  and  in  my  opinion 
they  answer  their  purpose  admirably.  There  is  no  great  strain  either 
on  the  body  or  on  the  attention  of  the  child,  and  the  games  are  greatly 
enjoyed. 

There  is  no  special  provision  made  for  Open-Air  Schools.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  cases  likely  to  be  benefited  by  a  school  of  this 
type.  Several  children  now  excluded  from  the  ordinary  school  would  be 
able  to  attend  an  Open-Air  School. 
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There  is  no  Special  Medical  Examination  for  Scholarship  can¬ 
didates  at  the  present  time, 

REVIEW  OF  METHODS  FOR  DEALING  WITH 

DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Each  case  is  reported  on  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  the 
facts  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Education  Authority.  A  special  school 
is  chosen  for  each  individual  case  where  suitable  teaching  and  instruction 
may  be  obtained. 

The  schools  utilised  by  the  Education  Authority  for  these  cases  are  : 

St.  Elizabeth’s  R.C.  Epileptic  Home,  Much  Adam,  Herts, 
i  child. 

Royal  Schools  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Manchester.  6  children. 

St.  John’s  R.C.  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  Boston  Spa.  i  child. 

Blind  Asylum  (R.C.),  Liverpool,  i  child. 

Heath  House,  Hillingdon  (Special  School,  R.C.),  Middlesex, 
i  child. 

St.  Vincent  Home  for  Crippled  Children,  Eastcote,  R.C. 
i  child. 

Royal  Country  Hospital,  Heswall.  8  children. 

Leasowe  Sanatorium,  i  child. 

Birmingham  Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  i  child. 

Leeds  School  for  the  Blind,  i  child. 

If  the  parents  are  in  a  position  to  pay,  they  are  asked  to  contribute 
a  small  proportion  of  the  cost  towards  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  the  child — the  amount  is  settled  by  the  Education  Committee  and 
arranged  according  to  the  means  of  the  parents. 

Industrial  Schools. — Eight  boys  are  now  in  Certified  Industrial 
Schools.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of  these  children  is  provided  by  the 
State,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  and  by  a  payment  from  the 
parents. 

So  far  no  Epileptic  Children  appear  to  be  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  Education  Authority. 
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THE  CLINIC  FOR  TREATMENT  AND  DENTAL 

TREATMENT. 

The  Education  Authority  originally  sanctioned  the  formation  of 
these  Clinics  for  a  period  of  three  months — as  an  experiment — allowing' 
^25  to  equip  the  Clinic,  and  also  appointing  a  qualified  Dentist  to  attend 
one  half-day  a  week.  The  experiment  proved  to  be  a  success.  Both 
Clinics  have  now  been  extended — the  one  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
diseases  being  open  every  week-day  and  the  Dental  Clinic  is  open  one 
half-day.  Other  Clinics  have  now  been  formed. 

The  scheme  now  has  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  Clinic  is  equipped  with  the  necessary  materials  and  appliances  for 
carrying  out  the  dental  work  and  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments. 
Below  is  a  list  of  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Treatment  Clinic  and  Dental 
Clinic  : — 


Defects. 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  11 

Verminous  Head  ...  .  .  18 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Impetigo  .  33 

Sore  Head  ...  ...  ...  25 

Blepharitis  ..  ...  ...  11 

Septic  Fingers  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Foot  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abscess  of  Leg  ...  ...  1 

,,  Head  ...  ..  1 

,,  Face  ...  ...  1 

Bunion  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eczema  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


130 
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Particulars  of  Attendances  at  the  Treatment  Clinic. 


Number  of  Scholars  attended — once  .. 


y  y 

y  y 

twice . . . 

•  .  . 

» y 

y  y 

three 

times 

y  y 

y  y 

four 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

five 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

six 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

seven 

y  y 

5  y 

y  y 

eight 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

nine 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

ten 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

eleven 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

twelve 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

thirteen 

y  * 

y  y 

y  y 

fourteen 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

fifteen 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

seventeen 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

twenty-one 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

twenty-six 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

thirty 

y  y 

20 

*9 

12 

16 

I 


2 

3 
2 

I 

4 

i 
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SCHOOL  DENTAL  CLINIC. 


Number  of  New  Cases 

...  134 

Number  of  Cases  treated  ... 

184 

Number  of  Extractions 

...  675 

Number  of  Fillings  .. 

184 

Number  of  Dressings 

•••  1 53 

Requires  further  Treatment 

•••  53 

Cases  re-inspected  and  found  complete  ... 

77 

Total  number  of  Visits  to  Clinic  ... 

...  865 

Under  Treatment  at  present 

60 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Dental  Clinic. 


Number 

*  } 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


of  Scholars  attended 

y  * 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


once 

...  •  ♦  • 

57 

twice 

...  •  •  • 

52 

three 

times  ... 

49 

four 

y  y  *  •  * 

4i 

five 

1 1  •  •  • 

25 

six 

y  y  '  •  • 

20 

seven 

y  y  •  •  • 

8 

eight 

yy  •  *  * 

8 

nine 

y » 

1 

to  Oi  -L  -L  Ln  \D  OO  O 
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SPECIAL  CLINICS. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  (for  re-admission)  .. 
Diphtheria  ,, 

Measles 
Chicken-pox 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Desquamating 

Mumps 

Enteric 

Sus.  Measles  .. 

Tuberculosis. 

Total  visits  to  Clinic  .  . 

Lungs 

Glands 

Tuber  Hip  Joint 
Tuber  Ankle  Joint  ... 

Tuber  Fore  Arm 
Tuber  Spine  ... 

Tubur  Lupus 


Mentally  Defectives. 

Mentally  Defectives... 

Total  Cases  ... 

Total  number  of  Visits  to  Clinic  ... 


123 

17 

18 


3 

1 

2 

1 

2 


21 

21 

23 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE. 


Number  of  Schools  Inspected  ... 
Departments 
Boy  Leavers  Inspected 
Girl  , ,  , , 

Boy  Entrants  Inspected 


5  } 


?  * 


>  5 


Girl 


5 ) 


5  > 


18 

37 

...  341 

..  386 

•  •  •  397 

422 


t  1  9 


t  • 


82 


Number  of 

>  > 

5  5 

»  » 

)  1 

f  i 

>  ) 

J  ) 

J  » 

>  J 


Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  1277 

Parents  present  at  School  Inspections  ...  467 

Defects  Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  831 

Children  re-inspected  in  the  School  ...  789 

Defects  Inspected  at  School  Clinic  ...  1023 


,,  Treated 

at  School  Treatment  Clinic 

130 

Cases  ,, 

Dental  ,, 

184 

Children  ,, 

by  Parents  at  Homes 

290 

5  ?  5 ) 

Doctors 

5° 

» j  y  ? 

Hospitals 

1 1 

Classified  List  Shewing  the  Principal  Defects  Discovered  at 


* 

the  Inspections  in  the  Schools. 


Nutrition  Fair 
Nutrition  Poor 
Clothing-  and  Footgear 
Head  Dirty 
Head — Nits 
Adenoids  ...  ...  • 

Enlarged  Tonsils  ... 
Defective  Vision 
Rickets 

Defective  Speech  ... 
Heart  Disease 
Defective  Teeth 
Ear  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Infectious  Diseases 
Conjunctivitis 
Blepharitis... 
Ringworm  ... 

Scabies 

Other  Skin  Diseases 
Deformities 
Spinal  Curvature 
Defective  Hearing 


Total  Defects 
Found. 


23 

7 

48 

5 

123 

19 

42 

93 

2 

1 

3i 

564 

5 


3 
9 

l7 

i 

4 
31 

9 


2 


LIST  OF  DISEASES  FOR  WHICH  CHILDREN  HAVE  BEEN 


EXCLUDED  FROM  SCHOOL. 


Abscess  on  Forehead... 

i 

Impetig-o 

•••  39 

Abscess  of  Leg- 

i 

Kidney  Disease 

2 

Abscess  of  Neck 

16 

Lung  Disease  .. 

...  18 

Adenoids 

i 

Lupus  ... 

2 

Alopecia 

3 

Measles 

1 

Blepharitis 

3 

Mumps... 

•••  3 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

i 

Ophthalmia 

6 

Bronchitis 

1 1 

Ortertomy 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

Otorrhea 

..  32 

Chorea  ... 

20 

Pleurisy 

1 

Conjunctivitis  . 

3  2 

Prolapse  Rectum 

1 

Contact  with  Diphtheria 

2 

Rash  on  Body... 

1 

Debility 

43 

Rash  on  Face  ... 

1 

Desquamating 

7 

Ringworm  ...  ... 

•••  35 

Diphtheria 

I  2 

Scabies  .. 

•••  39 

Ear  Disease 

2 

Scalp  Disease  ... 

•••  3 

Eczema 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•••  J74 

Effects  of  Appendicitis 

2 

Skin  Disease  ... 

...  17 

Effects  of  Diphtheria... 

6 

Septic  Foot 

0 

0 

Effects  of  Measles 

I 

.Sore  Eyes 

...  9 

Effects  of  Rheumatic  Fever... 

7 

Sore  Head 

•  •  23 

Effects  of  Tonsilitis  ... 

i 

Sore  Throat 

2 

Enlarged  Glands 

26 

Suspected  Measles 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

Tubercular  Ankle 

1 

Eye  Disease 

21 

Tubercular  Glands 

...  8 

Fits.  .  ... 

1 

Tuberculosis  ... 

•••  3 

Gastric  Trouble 

1 

Weak  Chest  ... 

...  4 

Heart  Disease... 

8 

Weakness  of  Eyes 

1 

Hernia  ... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

•••  5 
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FEEDING  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


A  plant  for  the  cooking-  of  the  food  is  installed  in  the  basement 
at  the  Town  Hall,  and  a  professional  cook  with  assistants  is  provided  ; 
from  this  Centre  the  food  is  distributed  in  proper  utensils  by  means  of  a 
van  and  horse. 


The  Feeding  Centres  are  clean  and  in  good  order. 

The  Director  of  Education  has  furnished  me  with  particulars  of 
the  feeding  of  school  children  for  the  period  April,  1916,  to  end  of 
March,  1917,  which  I  append.  I  also  append  a  copy  of  the  weekly 
menu. 


From  my  own  inspection  1  am  able  to  say  the  food  is  good,  is 
sufficient,  and  is  served  in  a  clean  and  suitable  manner. 


Dinners  only  are  provided. 

Approximately  170  individual  children  have  received  meals. 
3 2, 595  meals  have  been  provided. 

The  average  cost  per  meal  =  4*3od. 


Average  number  of  paid  dinners  supplied  per  week  :  27. 
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LIST  OF  THE  VARIOUS  MENUS  PROVIDED  WITH  THE 
RECIPES  AND  QUANTITIES  IN  EACH. 


For  ioo  Children. 


Monday. 

Pea  Soup  and  Suet  Dumplings.  — 14  lbs.  Peas,  4  lbs.  Beef,  2  lbs.  Suet, 

4  lbs.  Flour,  1  lb.  Onions,  6  lbs.  Jam,  21  lbs.  Bread. 

Tuesday. 

Potato  Pie. — -16  lbs.  Beef,  5  lbs.  Onions,  4  lbs.  Flour,  82  lbs.  Potatoes, 
3J  lbs.  Margarine,  21  lbs.  Bread. 

Wednesday. 

Stewed  Beef  and  Boiled  Potatoes. — 14  lbs.  Beef,  96  lbs.  Potatoes, 

5  lbs.  Onions,  3  lbs.  Flour,  21  lbs.  Bread. 

Thursday. 

Steak  Puddings.  —  1 7  lbs.  Beef,  5J  lbs.  Suet,  11  lbs.  Flour,  21  lbs. 
Bread. 


Friday. 

Irish  Stew.  — 16  lbs.  Beef,  8  lbs.  Carrots,  5  lbs.  Turnips,  5  lbs.  Onions, 
80  lbs.  Potatoes,  21  lbs.  Bread. 

Saturday. 


Pea  Soup.  — 14  lbs.  Peas,  11  lbs.  Beef,  2  lbs.  Onions,  19  lbs.  Bread. 
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MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 

SCHEDULES. 


Schedule  A. — Form  301. 

Medical  Certificate  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  the 
use  of  a  child  who  is  not  defective  within  the  meaning*  of  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913. 


Schedule  B.— Form  302. 

Medical  Certificate  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  use 
in  the  case  of  a  child  who  is  feeble  minded  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  but  is  not 
incapable  of  receiving  benefit  from  instruction  in  a  special 
school. 


% 


SCHOOL  FOR  MOTHERS. 


In  October,  1915,  the  Town  Council  approved  the  establishment 
of  a  School  for  Mothers. 

The  School  is  held  at  the  Old  Town  Hall  under  the  charge  of  a 
paid  Superintendent,  with  voluntary  helpers.  Systematic  classes  have 
been  held  in  Child  Welfare,  Domestic  Economy,  Personal  Hygiene, 
Cookery,  and  Cutting-out,  the  lectures  or  lessons  being  given  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  School  Nurse,  the  Health  Visitor,  the 
Superintendent,  and  others.  The  average  number  of  mothers  attending 
was  about  26. 


§7 

REPORT  ON  SCHOOL  FOR  MOTHERS  FOR  1916. 

The  following"  Classes  have  been  held  during  the  year  : 

Health  Talk  :  Infectious  Diseases. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Beef  Steak  Pie  ;  Baked  Pudding. 

Health  Talk  :  Tonsils  and  Anedoids. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Haricot  Mutton  ;  Steamed  Pudding". 

General  Talk  on  Needlework. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Irish  Stew  :  Oatmeal  Scones. 

Health  Talk  :  Bronchial  Pneumonia. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Toad  in  the  Hole  :  Plain  Plum  Pudding. 

7  o 

Cutting-out  Demonstration  :  Herring-bone  Stitch  ;  Feather  Stitch  ; 
Cutting-out  Child’s  Sleeping  Suit. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Pancakes  :  Macaroni  Cheese. 

Cutting-out  Demonstration  :  Mending  Frayed  Shirt. 

Health  Talk  :  Bandaging  and  First  Aid  Demonstration. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Cooking  Fish — Summer  Dish. 

Health  Talk  :  Home  Hygiene  ;  Sinks,  Saucepans,  etc. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Stewed  Fruit  and  Apricot  Jam. 

Health  Talk  :  Care  of  Milk — Dangers  of  Contamination. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Cornish  Pasties  ;  Wholemeal  Scones. 

Cutting-out  Demonstration  :  Cutting-out  and  Mending  Woollen  Under 
garments. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Summer  Pudding;  Bread  and  Butter  Pudding 
Junket. 

Health  Talk  :  Home  Remedies  for  Simple  Ailments. 

Cutting-out  Demonstration. 

Cookery  Demonstration  :  Soda  Pudding  ;  Treacle  Sauce. 

Health  Talk  :  Infant  Feeding. 

Cutting-out  Demonstration  :  Darning. 

Health  Talk  :  Co  n  sumption. 

Health  Talk  :  Poisons  ;  Illustrations  of  Fomentations. 


Average  attendance  for  the  year  :  26. 


TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1915. 
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